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STORY OF BALANANDAM

It was in 1940, in Madras, the founders of our Sangham, Sri. Nyayapathi Raghava Rao (Annayya) and

Smt. Nyayapathi Kameswari (Akkayya) used to gather children around them to train them for All India
Radio Children's Programmes. Later they thought that children should have an avenue to exhibit their talent
on the stage as well. Being writers of Children's literature themselves, they found it easy to put on shows of
playlets, musical plays, songs and mono action. This was the beginning of Andhra Balananda Sangham.

Years rolled by and with the end of the World War I, things brightened up. More and more children apd
their parents from various parts of the city took interest in the activities of Balanandam. Encouraged by this,
the founders thought that it would be worthwhile to formalise this gathering and organise the traditional

Dasara Dolls Exhibition and conduct cultural shows. This was the beginning of a formal children's theatre
group called '‘Balanandam', meaning happiness for children.

Around this time appeared 'BALA', the very first Children's magazine in Telugu which later became an
inspiration to other magazines like 'chandamama'. Our founders being editors and publishers of 'Bala’ allotted
a few pages in the magzazine to the activities of Balanandam children. This publicity helped the readers to
start similar children's clubs in Andhra Desam. Balanandam rapidly became a household name.

Balanandam activities in Chennai (then called Madras) created a lot of interest and started growing by
leaps and bounds. At this point our founders, along with other interested parents, thought that it was important
to give the organisation a firm basis and constitute a committee of management. Sri Kasturi Seshagiri Rao

garu, Sri Duvvuri Narasaraju garu and Sri Kanda Bhimashankaram garu together wrote the constitution of
Balanandam. Then Andhra Balananda Sangham was registered and formalised.

Children's little theatre activities sponsored by our Sangham were considered to be of a high caliber.
Many leading citizens, film producers and directors have associated themselves with the organisation. They
found it handy to utilize the talent among our child members and it is no exaggeration to say that most of the
child artists in films those days were from our Balanandam. We are really thankful to producers Sri. Nagayya,
Smt. Bhanumathi Ramakrishna, Sri. B.N. Reddy, Sri. Nagireddy and Sri. Chakrapani, Sri. K.V. Reddy,
Sri.D.L.Narayana, Sri. D. Madhusudana Rao, Dr. Raja Rao, Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao to name a few.

Our special thanks to Sri.K.S.Prakasa Rao garu who was impressed with the talent available, ventured to
produce THE FIRST FULL LENGTH FEATURE FILM FOR CHILDREN titled "BALANANDAM".
- The entire cast were Children of Balanandam and the script was written by Annayya and Akkayya.

In 1952, The executive committee decided to focus public attention towards children's problems. To
achieve this objective, THE FIRST CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE OF ITS KIND IN SOUTH INDIA

was organised in August at Chennai. A number of child delegates from various parts of Madras and Mysore
attended the conference.

The Child Welfare panel of the Central Social Welfare Board with its Chair person Smt. Krishna
Hatheesingh visited the organisation in 1953 and paid glowing tributes to the work done by Balanandam.

Sri. Nyayapathi Raghava Rao was invited to become a member of panel that toured India to assess the needs
of children.

i
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The hest recogniton of oar Senaces the fickd of Child Welfare came from the Central Social W’(_:Ifam
‘ nd our activities. The funds were used for buying a

. Board., New Diefhy The board gave 4 gram 1o ¢Opa v s
projector 1o start 3 fitm club which was naugurated by S1 vV Gin who was then the minister of Labour

(entral Social Welfare Board. a commercial van was purchased

With another gram of K 1 S000G - fom -
- hooks and toys for children.

" named Balanandam 1t cnabled ox w start 3 library with lots of

After the formation of the Andhra State with Kurmool as capital. Balangmdam organised _thr:e SECQND
CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE IN 1984 in Kurnool. The conference was inaugurated bv Sn.'(...M Trivedi, |
the governor of Andhra prossded over by Sn. Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy. the Deputy Chief Mlmst.er. A 21 |
ec. with prominent people of Kurnool. headed by Sri. Damodaram Sanjeevayya, |

mener Recepton coenmits :
| Munister. Government of Andbira was formed to extend hosprtality to the delegates from various parts of

Andhrs. Tolangana Madras and other states. |
The THIRD CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE was held at GUNTUR IN 1956. l
St B Gopala Redds Chie! Mamster presided over the conference. IT WAS THERE THAT THE |
. RESOLUTION WAS PASSED THAT THE HEAD QUARTERS OF ANDHRA BALANANDA
SANGHAM WOULD BF SHIFTED TO HYDERABAD when the state of Andhra Pradesh is formed.

This comference wa held on 1. 2% and 3% of January 1956. A local reception committee was formed
with mstice S Kands Bumashankaram, Judge. Andhra Court as Chairman. While the main conference

was arganmsed b ws, the docal Balananda Sangham assisted in making arrangements. 1
I

Chitd deiegmes 2nd Child welfare workers from Chittor, Tiruttani, Narasapur, Eluru, Vizag, Madanapalli, ‘W
 Bangalore, Hindupe:, Bapatia. Sattenpalh. Palakollu, Podur, Polamaneru, Bandar, Vetapalem and Madras
| anended the Conferonce The Balanandam Mobile Library van brought the exhibits from Madras. A special
 bogic brought wver 1030 children from Madras 1o Guntur. More than 6000 child delegates participated.

Marn srportaes resciations were passed at the conference regarding the representation of various affilliated |
- units i the Executne Comamttee of the Sangham. A provincial organiser was appointed to organise the |
units. The revenue Mansder of Andhra assured support and he promised to take steps to allot land in each
L 1own or village for estabhishmg Balananda Sanghams !

“ The smpact of these conferences in the minds of children and even elders was tremendous and beyond ||
expectatons it enatided vanous Balananda Sanghams in the state to come together and formulate schemes ||

 for averal! development of chsldren culturally and instil] good values in them. As a pioneer institution, the |
sangham felt the nood w gree opportunity 1o Rural units to meet together at a conference to discuss matters
concerning rural chyidren

BALANANDAM AT HYDERABAD ,

At the request of St Burgulz Pamannishng Rao, Chuef Mimister of Andhra Pradesh who facilitated the
move of the Head Quariens W Hyderabad our founders also moved to Hyderabad. Sri. D.G. Sarma and Smt. |
Dameria Jogulambe have unGenzien the responsibiity of running Balanandam at Madras. It is successfully |
aunning even todas by commitics of rieresied members under the leadership of Smt. Damerla Padmavathi.
Sy Burgula Ramakrishng Fao pary continued 0 pursue the matter with enthusiasm Building number 10, |
C 1B Special Quaners in “arayatuagude was aliotied on Hire purchase from the Houéin Board in the name
of Smt Nyayapath) Kameswan (Akrsyysy which later was registered in the (;f lflc Sangham by her. 1.
The sangharn actesites in Hyderabad began i thas building and are still running Succc.ssfu.]ly to this day. ‘
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In 1956. on October 23rd, just a2 week before fornuation of Andhra Pradesh. Andhra Balananda Sangham.
Hyderabad was inaugurated by Dr. Durgabai Deshmukh

Soon after the formation of Andhra Pradesh. a new enthusiasm srose and steps were taken 10 ofgamse
the 4th CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE IN HYDERABAD with assistance from the €}wmm of \mﬁwm
Pradesh. Sri. V.B. Raju. Minister for Soctal Welfare was the Charman of the Beception Commattee and local
volunteer organisations co-ordinated the arrangements.

Though the conference was scheduled for Dasara Holidays. it was later decided = hold this along with
the Children's Day Celebrations on Novemnber 14th

Stalls in Exhibition Grounds were provided to accommaodate all the delegates from dwaricts of the state

The delegates met to formulate the regulations of the provincial Balananada Sangivens Clwldren from
all over the state participated in cultural programmes

In 1958 zonal units at Secunderabad and Seethaphalmand: were formed om B2 eve of the
INAUGURATION OF A.LLR. SHORT WAVE TRANSMITTER. Our members presented 2 Dance bailet
symbolizing the event.

JAWAHAR BAL BHAVAN

The year 1965 was again an eventful year. It was during this vear that the Govermmen: of Aadhes Pradesh,
inspired by our activities thought of opening a recreational centre on a Governmental rvel Our founder

were invited to submit plans and blue print for such a centre . The present Jawahar Bal Bhawan » the Pubiic
Gardens is the result of those plans.

DECENIAL CELEBRATIONS

In 1966 during Dasara, Decennial Celebrations of our Sangham at Hyderabad wis cobebeasest wth great
enthusiasm. A souvenir "10 years of Balanandam at Hyderabad" was released on thus ocoasss Aty
Cultural programme was presented at Ravindra Bharathi.

BALANANDAM BUILDING AND HALL

_ In recognition of the services of our Sangham in promoting the cultural and recrestomal aetvines for
Chfldren, the government of Andhra Pradesh granted a sum of 17,500~ for the vt purchase of the
building at Narayanaguda from the Housing Board. Later a Mini Theatre was construcsad wih she felp of 4

grant from A.P. Welfare Board. Since then the Balanandam Hall became a live cengee of Ulnidren's Cultural
acuvities in Twin cities.

40 YEARS OF BALANANDAM

Completion of 40 years was celcbrated at Ravindra Bharath: in 1981 Muov oid members and new
members came together to put up a Variety Cultural Programme swhich was pprecusiod by one and all
50 YEARS OF BALANANDAM

This event too was celebrated with a lot of enthusiasm. Many okd members who have worked along with
Annayya and Akkayva to develop Balanandam were honoured on this sveasion -
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The members of our sangham had the
Chakravarthy Chitra i a Dance Ballet. There were s¢ ind the
Artnsts. Ralanandas : arn has once agamn became 3 source o fin ld.t ]
{6mm Film shows were regular monthly feature in Balanandam.

Carticipating i the film SUDIGUNDALL! o
l ' ) N al » N ~

her films where our members acted as Child
best talented children for all Film producerg

pleasure ol
res of ot

HOLIDAY r(‘.ulPS o Naearuna Saear before the Dam construction began and presented a Culturg] |

Onr children have visited Nagaruna Sagar |
show these
orts went to Warangal fora Holiday Camp for 15 daysand |
ese children and local people were inspired to star |
Il affiliated to our Sangham later. An exchange of |
a regular feature for many years, |

In 1969, 50 members of our Sangham with esc
visited places. There was a big public reception for th
Ralananda Sanghams all over the district. They were 2
members to participate in Culturalshows and Radio programmes Was

in November another batch of Children went to New Delhi to participate in thf_: international Children's |
Fair. representing Andhra Pradesh. They presented many cultural show§ ‘lhere. which were greatlyFnjoyed |
and appreciated. They were invited by the President of India Sri.V.V.Giri to Rashtrapathi Bhavan for a Tea | :

party

In the vear 1971 Balanandam was invited to represent Andhra Pradesh and participate in All India Theatre |
Festval We competed with other states and won 'Best Production’ trophy for staging the play' SNOWWHITE |
AND SEVEN DWARFS'. |

Apart from this, our Children have put up shows to collect money to donate to NATIONAL DEFENCE
FUND during war times. Their patriotism was greatly appreciated by the Government.

BALANANDAM CONTINUED TO FLOURISH UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF ANNAYYA AND
AKRKAYYA TILL THEIR SAD DEMISE. '

Even afier their denuise. Balanandam Associate members and Child members continued to uphold their |
wdeals under the guidance of Smt. K. Sugunamani, Dr. Chittaranjan. Sri.P. Suribabu, Sri. N.V. Ashok, Smt.

Kzmala and other elders. It continued to be active and provide the children with suitable opportunities to
improve their talent.

60 YEARS OF BALANANDAM

o m 2001 January we celebrated completion of 60 years of Balanandam in Ravindra Bharathi with a lot of
; gaj.qfart_ .Man}.- past and present memt?ers have enthusiastically attended the function. The highlight was a
:mig)r written by Dr Padmini Ch:tlara_njan depi_cting 60 years of Balanandam. It was melodiously set to music |

y Dr. M. Chatranjan, a renowned Light Music Maestro, |t was sung by members ages ranging from 7 to 70 '

vears. Many dedicated members were ho 5
\ 1 noured on that occasjo isti "Aani
: n. A CD ani
Mutyaiu' wnitten by Annayya was released on this occasion e
i
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[HE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF SRI NYAYAPATHI RAGHAVA RAO (ANNAYYA)
APRIL 2004 TO 2005

This was a very ambitious project our sangham undertook during this year A commuttee consisting of
many eminent personalities was constituted to plan the event. There was significant interest generated f;-~=11
members, not only 1 our state or country but also abroad. Many NRI associations i USA have celebrated
the event by organising many cultural shows and also many other activities

Mrs. Kameswari Jandhyala and Sri. Purnachandra Rao Malapaka acted as co ordmators for this event
Every one who attended has praised the efforts of the Balanandam committee. They were unanimeus m
saying that they have not seen such a well organised event in recent times.

The vear long festivities were as follows in chronological orders.

13th April 2004
Launched the centenary year along with Jawahar Balbhavan at Indira Priyadarshint Hall

2nd August 2004

A group singing competition of "Annayya's songs" was conducted in Balanandam Hall. Nearly 73
children's organizations have participated.

5th and 6th September 2004

Competitions in Dramas written by Annayya were conducted in NTR Kalamandiram. 25 children’s
organizations took part.

30th and 31st October 2004

A two day work shop was conducted for the children of twin cities in "how to draw cartoons™ i the ciy
central library hall with the help of many well known cartoonists of Andhra Pradesh. Nearly 250 children the
workshop.

From 21st November 2004 to end of January 2005 : Competitions were held for children i vanous
disciplines of fine Arts every Sunday. Nearly 800 children competed in different events.

7th December 2004
A violin symphony concert by 30 children was held at Lalitha Kala Thoranam.

2nd January 2005

Centenary celebrations were organized by the Book Publishers at Vijayawada n collaboration with
Balanandam. Many publishers and writers of children's literature attended. Semmars were held on bow to
make children's books more attractive to children.

10th to 16th January 2005

A theatre workshop was conducted in Balanandam Hall with the help of well known theatre personalities
Demonstrations, practical training on different aspects of Drama were the key topics. 78 selected children
participated.

R T N es i
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- month for the whole year. The children of Balanandam were

12th and 13th March 2005
A state level conference of writers of children's literature was held at Balanandam Hall. Many well

known writers from all over the state attended to discuss various aspects of children's literature and the
further improvement.

THE CONCLUDING EVENT ) )

The concluding event was held on 23rd of April 2005 at Ravindra Bharathi. Many ex child memberg
from twin cities and from all over India and abroad came together to celebrate the event. Many celebrities
participated enthusiastically. On this occasion Balanandam released the following.

1 Release of a "First Day Cover" which the Central Government has kindly agreed to, by the Pogt
Master General.

Release of Annayya's Biography published by "Potti Sreeramulu Telugu University, Hyderabad"
Written by Dr. Velaga Venkatappayya.

rJ

Lad

Release of a Silver coin to commemorate the event.

4, Release of the Souvenir

tn

Release of a book consisting stories, dramas and songs written by Annayya for children named
“Balanandam".

6.  Release of Two audio cassettes and CDs full of children's songs sung by children for children.

Release of reprints of the First children's magazine in Telugu "Bala" which was the brain child of
Annayya and Akkayya with the help of Sri 'Rachana' Sai.

8. Release of a book named " Bala Kathalu", stories written by Annayya

9. Release of a book named "Ankitham" - children's stories written by different authors, dedicated to
Sri. Annayya.

A Photo Exhibition "Annayya and Balanandam" was organised by Sri.N.V.Ashok.

THE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF SMT. NYAYAPATHI KAMESWARI (AKKAYYA)
FEBRUARY 2008 TO DECEMBER 2008

The centenary celebrations were launched with fanfare in F ebruary, 2008 at a big function. The centenary

Logo was inaugurated by Smt. V.S.Rama Devi, ex Governor Karnataka.

Balanandam organised "Ananda bazaar" a fun filleg event with sports and food stalls.

An orphanage called 'Aadarana’ was Supported by providing food material to nearly 90 children every

ain contributors.

A story writing competition was held at State Leve] jn Tel ' best
stories were selected and published in a book form titled ugu for children aged below 15 years. 19

. . "Bala . i arded
certificates and mementos during the concluding event, The 7 iy
from remote villages in all districts of Andhra Pradesh s
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A CD named "Bala Geyalu" was released. with songs written for children, by Annayya Sri. Nvayapathi
Raghava Rao. The songs were sung by the children aged between 8-13 years.

A book with stories for children, written by Akkayya was published. titled "Balanandam volume >

.

"Akkayya kathalu”.

A two day workshop for children was held in "how to illustrate stories” with the help of eminent artists

Sri. Bali and Sri. Sarasi. Nearly 100 children participated from the twin cities. The most talented 14 children

were selected and they illustrated stories in both the books Bala Katha Mala and Akkayya Kathalu. These |

children were awarded certificates and mementos during the concluding event.

Special issue (souvenir ) about Akkayya was published with articles about her achievements and life .

written by many well known personalities.

Akkayya's centenary was also celebrated in Melbourne, Australia. A cultural programme by children of
Melbourne was organised. The children performed musical plays and other dramas written by Akkavva and |

Annayya, whilst the elders recalled their association with them and Balananda Sangham.

THE CONCLUDING EVENT

The concluding event was held at Ravindra Bharathi on 24th December 2008. Many ex child members |

not only from twin cities, districts, and other states but also from USA and Australia made efforts to anend
and participate in the function.

On this occasion Balanandam Sangham released the following :
1. Silver coin commemorating the occasion
2. Release of the book "Bala Katha Mala" stories written and illustrated by children.

3. Release of "Balanandam volume - 2 Akkayya Kathalu" stories written by Akkayya for children and
illustrated by children.

4.  Release of special centenary issue (souvenir)

5. Release of CD "Bala Geyalu" a musical album of children's songs written by Annayya and sung by

children.
A Photo Exhibition showing Akkayya's life history was organised by Sri. N.V. Ashok.

BALANANDAM - PRESENT DAY

Balanandam continues to be active and provide children with required facilities to improve their cultural |

talent. We have constituted a trust called Balanandam Trust under which all our assets and activities exist. |

The board of trustees are mostly the ex child members of Balanandam who remain dedicated to this cause.

The building at Narayanaguda is fully renovated with the assistance of kind hearted donors. We are
especially grateful to Smt. Y. Lalitha Murthy garu, Sri. Paruchuri Hamm_lantha R.tm garu, Sri. Atmaram garu,
Sri. Varaprasada Reddy garu and Sri. Sidharth Jandhyala garu for their financial support to complete the
building successfully.

|
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organisation established solely with a view to make childhood an enjoyable phase.

: ‘ We are also committed 1o encouraging the use of Telugu amongst Telugu speaking children. Annayya and | |
| Keeping their wish in mind, all the activities
do much more in years to ¢ pport. this organisation which has been running for decades Will |

” L

_—

Regular classes are conducted in Bharathnatyam, Carnatic music. Drawing and Painting,
eguiar Classts «

Our Bharathanatyam students have performed not only in Hyderabad but also in many places outside

the twin cifies.

o have participated in International Dance Festival held in Bruhadeeswara Aalayam, Tanjavore

b. Performed in Dance festival conducted by Government of Andhra Pradesh at Kuchipudi Agraharan,
c. have participated in World Telugu Conference 2012 at Tirupathi

d. Participated in Cultural Festival of Andhra Pradesh in Lalitha Kala Thoranam

They have also participated in many other functions conducted by Local organisations.

They have been regularly performing on stage during Balanandam Anniversaries and other functions,
Many Students have already completed their basic training and had their Arangetrams in Ravindra Bharath;.

Our students of Drawing and Painting section have organised many Painting exhibitions regularly which
are attended and appreciated by eminent Artists of Andhra Pradesh.

They also attend many workshops which are organised by Balanandam and other organizations.
They have illustrated 'Akkayya Kathalu' and 'Bala Katha Maala' published by Balanandam.

Our Camatic Music students have participated in many Radio programmes and also cultural festivals.

The Annual Theatre Festival which started decades ago is held every year. Many children from all over
twin cities take part in these competitions very enthusiastically.

The prize winners are awarded trophies on our Anniversary day.

Summer camp is another regular activity during Summer holidays. It is held every year with the aim to ?
make vacation enjovable.

This organisation has no financial support from Government or any other institution. It is a non profit

Our main aim is to provide children with age appropriate literature and a platform to exhibit their talent.
Akkayya were very particular that children should respect their mother tongue and learn the language-
and competitions are conducted only in Telugu. |

completed 75 years providing dedicated service to the children. We are proud to say that W¢

have never compromised : : |
T T I A |

We are confident that with
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MILLENNIUM
FINANCE LIMITED

... SINCE 1995

PORTFOLIO MANAGERS

Wealth Management, Mutual Funds, Financial Planning,
Tax Planning, IPO, Corporate Fixed Deposits

Website:www.mflin  Email:mflhyd@gmail.com
Ph : +91-40-6666 8679, 6663 8679, 3060 8679 & 3062 8679
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