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STORY OF BALANANDAM 
It was in 1940, in Madras, the founders of our Sangham, Sri. Nyavapathi Raghava Rao (Annayya) and 

Smt. Nyayapathi Kameswari (Akkayya) used to gather children around them to train them for All India 
Radio Children's Programmes. Later they thought that children should have an avenue to exhibit their talent 
on the stage as well. Being writers of Children's literature themselves, they found it casy to put on Shows o 
playlets, musical plays, songs and mono action. This was the beginning of Andhra Balananda Sangham. 

Years rolled by and with the end of the World War Il, things brightened up. More and more children and 
their parents from various parts of the city took interest in the activities of Balanandam. Encouraged by this, 
the founders thought that it would be worthwhile to formalise this gathering and organise the traditional 
Dasara Dolls Exhibition and conduct cultural shows. This was the beginningg of a formal children's theatre 
group called 'Balanandam', meaning happiness for children. 

Around this time appeared 'BALA, the very first Children's magazine in Telugu which later became an 
inspiration to other magazines like 'chandamama'. Our founders being editors and publishers of 'Bala' allotted 
a few pages in the magzazine to the activities of Balanandam children. This publicity helped the readers to 
start similar children's clubs in Andhra Desam. Balanandam rapidly became a household name. 

Balanandam activities in Chennai (then called Madras) created a lot of interest and started growing by 
leaps and bounds. At this point our founders, along with other interested parents, thought that it was important 

to give the organisation a fim basis and constitute a committee of management. Sri Kasturi Seshagiri Rao 
garu, Sri Duvvuri Narasaraju garu and Sri Kanda Bhimashankaram garu together wrote the constitution of 
Balanandam. Then Andhra Balananda Sangham was registered and formalised. 

Children's little theatre activities sponsored by our Sangham were considered to be of a high caliber. 
Many leading citizens, film producers and directors have associated themselves with the organisation. They 
found it handy to utilize the talent among our child members and it is no exaggeration to say that most of the 
child artists in films those days were from our Balanandam. We are really thankful to producers Sri. Nagayya, 
Smt. Bhanumathi Ramakrishna, Sri. B.N. Reddy, Sri. Nagireddy and Sri. Chakrapani, Sri. K.V. Reddy, 
Sri.D.L.Narayana, Sri. D. Madhusudana Rao, Dr. Raja Rao, Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao to name a few. 

Our special thanks to Sri.K.S.Prakasa Rao garu who was impressed with the talent available, ventured to 
produce THE FIRST FULL LENGTH FEATURE FILM FOR CHILDREN titled "BALANANDAM". 
The entire cast were Children of Balanandam and the script was written by Annayya and Akkayya. 

In 1952, The executive committee decided to focus public attention towards children's problems. To 
achieve this objective, THE FIRST CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE OF ITS KIND IN SOUTH NDIA 
was organised in August at Chennai. A number of child delegates from various parts of Madras and Mysore 
attended the conference. 

of children. 

The Child Welfare panel of the Central Social Welfare Board with its Chair person Smt. Krishna 

Hathecsingh visited the organisation in 1953 and paid glowing tributes to the work done by Balanarndam. 
Sri. Nyayapthi Raghava Rao was invited to become a member of panel that toured India to assess the needs 
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The best rognton of t serves in the fickd of Child Welfare came from the Central Social Welfare 

Board. New Deihi The board gave a grant to expand our activities. The funds were used for buying a 

projecto to start a film cub which was tnaugurated by Sri VVGiri who was then the minister of Labour 

Wth axother grai of Rs. 1 SM- Mn Central Social Welfarc Board, a commercial van was purchased 

narned Baianandart It enabied us t stat a library with kots of books and toys for children. 

Afer the fomation of the Anhra State with Kurnooi as cap1tal, Balanandam organised the SECOND 

CHLDREN'S CONFEREME IN 1954 in Kurnool. The conference was inaugurated by Sri.C.M.Trivedi. 

the goveor of Andra presaded OVr by Sri. Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy. the Deputy Chief Minister. A 21 

menter Reccptkn commttoe, wIh prominent people of Kurnool. headed by Sri. Damodaram Sanjeevayya. 

Mimister. Government of Anra was formed to extend hospitality to the delegates from various parts of 

Andhra. Tclangana Madras and other states. 
GUNTUR IN 1956. The TMIRD CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE was held at 

Sri B Gopala Reddy. Chief Minister presided over the conference. IT WAS THERE THAT THE 
RESOLUTION WAS PASSED THAT THE HEAD QUARTERS OF ANDHRA BALANANDA 

SANGHAM WOLD BE SHIFTED TO HYDERABAD when the state of Andhra Pradesh is formed. 

This coferKe ua hc on i. 2 and 3 of January 1956. A local reception committee was formed 
witth ustce Sr. Kanda Berashankaram, Judge. Andhra Court as Chairman. While the main conference 

was argauNcd tby un. tae kocai Balananda Sangham assisted in making arrangements. 
Chiid �eieytes and Chid weifare workers from Chittor, Tiruttani, Narasapur, Eluru, Vizag, Madanapalli, 

Bangalore. ndp, Bapatia, Sattenpall. Palakollu, Podur, Polamaneru, Bandar, Vetapalem and Madras 
atienáod the Casereace The Balanandam Mobile Library van brought the exhibits from Madras. A special 
bogic brougtt over s0 chiidren from Madras to Guntur. More than 6000 child delegates participated. 

Mary mportat resolkticohs were passed at the conference regarding the representation of various afilliated 
units in the Executie Conmittee of the Sangham. A provincial organiser was appointed to organise the 
units. The revense Minester of Andhra zssured support and he promised to take steps to allot land in each 
town vilage fior cstbi1sting Balananda Sanghams. 

The snpuI of these onferences in the minds of children and even elders was tremendous and beyond 
Cxpectations. h enatbáed varsous Balananda Sanghams in the state to come together and formulate schemes 
for overall deveiopnct of chiidren cuiturally and instill good values in them. As a pioneer institution, the 
sanghan fet the aped o giv opportunity to Rural units to meet together at a conference to discuss matters 
conceTriing rura chiidret: 

BALANANDAM AT HYDERABAD 

At the requcst of Sr Brgulz Ranaknshna Rao, Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh who facilitated the 
TOVE of the tHead (Juariers ifydet abad onur founders also moved to Hyderabad. Sri. D.G. Sarma and Smt. 
Dameria Sogulanta have udertac the fesponsibility of running Balanandam at Madras. It is successfully 
nurn1ng even toxday by a commter of ststerested members under the leadership of Smt. Damerla Padmavathi. 
Sri Burgula Ramakr1shna ao garu MtifNUed to pursue the matter with enthusiasm. Building number I0, 
CIB Specia! uartets in Narayatiagu was atkotted on Hire purchase from the Housing Board in the name 
of Smt. Nyayapathi Kamtswari tAkkyya) whch later was registered in the name of the Sangham by he The sangharm activities iti Hyderabad bgat in this building and are still running successfully to this day. 



In 1956, on October 23rd. just a week before formation of Andhra Practesh. Andhra Balananeta Sangham. 
Hyderabad was inaugurated by Dr. Durgabai Deshmukh. 

Soon after the formation of Andhra Pradesh, a new enthusiasm EONE and steps were taken to organsse 
the áth CHILDRENS CONFERENCE INHYDERABAD with ass:stance from the Government of Andhr: 
Pradesh. Sri. V.B. Raju. Minister for Social Welfare was the Chairrnan of the Reception Committee and kcai 
volunteer organisations co-ordinated the arrangements. 

Though the conference was scheduled for Dasara Holidays, it was later deciied to hid thus akong with 
the Children's Day Celebrations on November 14th. 

Stalls in Exhibition Grounds were provided to accomodate all the delegates frorn hstricts of the state. 

The delegates met to formulate the regulations of the provincial Balananata Sanghwats Chridren om 
all over the state participated in cultural programmes. 

In 1958 zonal units at Secunderabad and Seethaphalmandi were formed o tÑe eve of the 
INAUGURATION OF A.I.R. SHORT WAVE TRANSMITTER. Our members presensed a Dance bailet 
symbolizing the event. 

JAWAHAR BAL BHAVAN 

The year 1965 was again an eventful year. It was during this year that the (iovernment of Aahra Pradesh, 
inspired by our activities thought of opening a recreational centre on a Goverunental ievei O fiounders 
were invited to submit plans and blue print for such a centre. The present Jawahar Bal Bhas in the Pubiic 
Gardens is the result of those plans. 

DECENIAL CELEBRATIONS 
In 1966 during Dasara, Decennial Celebrations of our Sanghan at Hyderabad was ceicoexed with zret 

enthusiasm. A souvenir "10 years of Balanandam at Hyderabad" was reieased on thas ocesA A warrcty 
Cultural programme was presented at Ravindra Bharathi. 

BALANANDAM BUILDING AND HALL 
In recognition of the services of our Sangham in promoting the eultural and revreatxa atvies for 

children, the govermment of Andhra Pradesh granted a sum of !7,500. for the mtrig purvhase of the 
building at Narayanaguda from the Housing Board. Later a Mini Theatre was constr t wth the hetp of a grant from A.P. Welfare Board. Since then the Balanandam Hall becane a live cerxre of Catrens Cutrat activities in Twin cities. 

40 YEARS OF BALANANDAM 
Completion of 40 years was celebrated at Ravindra Bharath: in 1981. Maty ot henÝers axt ew members came together to put up a Variety Cultural Prograunne whch was sprecaNd by ong ahd al!. 

50 YEARS OF BALANANDAM 
This event too was celebrated with a lot of enthusiasm. Many od eLnèrs wbo have worked ahong w Annayya and Akkayya to develop Balanandam were honoured on this ccasen 



FLM CLUB 

The memters of our sangham had the pleasure of participating in the film 'SUDIGUNDALU' of 

(hakravarthy Chitra in a DanNe Ballet. There were sores of other tilms where our nembers acted as Child 

Artists Balanandam has Once again becamea soure to find the best talented children for all Film producers. 
tbmn Fim shows were rerular monthly feature in Balanandam. 

HOLIDAY CAMPS 
Our chiktren have visited Nagarjuna Sagar before the Dam construction began and presented a Cultural 

show there. 

In I969, $0 members of our Sangham with escorts went to Warangal for a Hol1dayCamp for 15 dave an3 

V7SIted places. There was a big public reception for these children and local people were inspired to stor 

Balanarda Sanghams all over the distric. They were all afhiliated to our Sangham later. An exchange of 

Imbers to participate in CulturalshowS and Radio programmes was a regular teature for many years 

In November another batch of Children went to New Delhi to participate in the international Children's 

Far, representing Andhra Pradesh. They presented many cultural shows there, which were greatly enioved 

and appreciated. They were invited by the President of India Sri. V.V.Giri to Rashtrapathi Bhavan for a Tea 

party. 

In the year 197! Balanandam was invited to represent Andhra Pradesh and participate in All India Theatre 

Festival We competed with other states and won'Best Production'trophy for staging the play' SNOwWHITE 
AND SEVEN DWARFS". 

Apart from this, our Children have put up shows to collect money to donate to NATIONAL DEFENCE 
FUND during war times. Their patriotism was greatly appreciated by the Government. 

BALANANDAM CONTINUED TO FLOURISH UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF ANNAYYA AND 
AKKAYYA TILL THEIR SAD DEMISE. 

Even after their demise. Balanandam Associate members and Child members continued to uphold their 
ideals under the guidance of Smt. K. Sugunamani, Dr. Chitaranjan, Sri.P. Suribabu, Sri. N.V. Ashok, Smt. 
Karnala and other elders. It continued to be active and provide the children with suitable opportunities to 
mprove their talent. 

60 YEARS OF BALANANDAM 
in 2001 January we celebrated completion of 60 years of Balanandam in Ravindra Bharathi with a lot ol fanfare. Many past and present members have enthusiastically attended the function. The highlight was a song written by Dr. Padmini Chittaranjan depicting 60 years of Balanandam. It was melodiously set to music by Dr. M. Chittranjan, a renowned Light Music Maestro. It was sung by members ages ranging from7 to vears. Many dedicated members were honoured on that occasion. A CD consisting of songs named "Aa Mutyaiu' writen by Annayya was released on this occasion. 
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THE CENTENAR CELEBRATIONS OF SRI NYAYAPATHI RAGHAVA RAO (ANVALY) 
APRIL 2004 T0 2005 

This was a very annbitious projcet our sangham undertook during this year. A committee cons1stng ot 
Many eninent personalities was constituted to plan the event. There was sign1ticant interest generated trom 
members, not only in our state or country but also abroad. Many NRI associations in USA have celebrated 
the event by organising many cultural showS and also many other activities. 

Mrs. Kameswari Jandhyala and Sri. Purmachandra Rao Malapaka acted as co ordinators for this event. 
Every one who attended has praised the efforts of the Balanandam comnittee. They were unanimeus in 
saying that they have not seen such a well organised event in recent times. 

The year long festivities were as follows in chronological orders. 

13th April 2004 
Launched the centenary year along with Jawahar Balbhavan at Indira Priyadarshini Hall. 

2nd August 2004 
A group singing competition of "Annayya's songs" was conducted in Balanandam Hal. Neariy 7$ 

children's organizations have participated. 

Sth and 6th September 2004 

Competitions in Dramas writen by Annayya were conducted in NTR Kalamandiram. 25 chidren's 
organizations took part. 

30th and 31st October 2004 

A two day work shop was conducted for the children of twin cities in "how to draw cartoons" in the ciy 
central library hall with the help of many well known cartoonists of Andhra Pradesh. Nearly 250 children the 

workshop. 
From 21st November 2004 to end of January 2005 : Competitions were held for children in varkus 
disciplines of fine Arts every Sunday. Nearly 800 children competed in difflerent events. 

7th December 2004 
A violin symphony concert by 30 children was held at Lalitha Kala Thorananm. 

2nd January 200S 
Centenary celebrations were organized by the Book Publishers at Vijayawada in collaboratn with 

Balanandam. Many publishers and writers of children's literature attended. Seminars were held on ow to 
make children's books more attractive to children. 

10th to 16th January 2005 

A theatre workshop was conducted in Balanandam Hall with the help of well known thcatre pesonalities 

Demonstrations, practical training on diflerent aspects of Drama were the key topics. 25 selected children 

participated. 



12th and 13th March 2005 
A state level conference of writers of children's literature was held at Balanandam Hall. Many well 

known writers from all over the state attended to discuss various aspects of children's literature and the 

further improvement. 

THE CONCLUDING EVENT 

The conchuding event was held on 23rd of April 2005 at Ravindra Bharathi. Many ex child members 
from twin cities and from al! over India and abroad came together to celebrate the event. Many celebrities 
participated enthusiastically. On this occasion Balanandam released the following. 

1. Release of a "First Day Cover" which the Central Government has kindly agreed to, by the Post 
Master General. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 

6. 

7. 

9. 

Release of Annayya's Biography published by "Potti Sreeramulu Telugu University, Hyderabad" 
Written by Dr. Velaga Venkatappayya. 
Release of a Silver coin to commemorate the event. 

Release of the Souvenir 

Release of a book consisting stories, dramas and songs written by Annayya for children named 
"Balanandam". 

Release of Two audio cassettes and CDs full of children's songs sung by children for children. 
Release of reprints of the First children's magazine in Telugu "Bala" which was the brain child of 
Annayya and Akkayya with the help of Sri 'Rachana' Sai. 
Release of a book named " Bala Kathalu", stories written by Annayya 
Release of a book named "Ankitham" -children's stories written by different authors, dedicated to Sri. Annayya. 

A Photo Exhibition "Annayya and Balanandam" was organised by SriN.V.Ashok. 
THE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF SMT. NYAYAPATHI KAMESWARI (AKKAYYA) FEBRUARY 2008 TO DECEMBER 2008 

The centenary celebrations were launched with fanfare in February, 2008 at a big function. The centenary Logo was inaugurated by Smt. V.S.Rama Devi, ex Govermor Karnataka. 
Balanandam organised "Ananda bazaar" a fun filled event with sports and food stalls. An orphanage called 'Aadarana' was supported by providing food materjal to nearly 90 children evety month for the whole year. The children of Balanandam were main contributors. A story writing competition was held at State Level in Telugu for children aged below 15 years. 19 best stories were selected and published in a book form titled "Bala Katha Mala". The winners were awarded certificates and mementos s du 
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during the concluding event. The notable factor here was the winners were mostly from remote villages in all districts of Andhra Pradesh studying in Telugu medium and government schools. 



A CD named "Bala Geyalu" was released, with songs written for children, by Annayya Sri. Nyayapathi Raghava Rao. The songs were sung by the children aged between 8-13 years. 

A book with stories for children, written by Akkayya was published. titied "Balanandam volume 2 "Akkayya kathalu". 

A two day workshop for children was held in "how to illustrate stories" with the heip of eminent artists 
Si. Bali and Sri. Sarasi. Nearly 100 children participated from the twin cities. The most taiented 14 children 
were selected and they illustrated stories in both the books Bala Katha Mala and Akkayya Kathalu. These 
children were awarded certificates and mementos during the concluding event. 

Special issue (souvenir ) about Akkayya was published with articles about her achievenents and life 
written by many well known personalities. 

Akkayya's centenary was also celebrated in Melboume, Australia. A cultural programme by children of 
Melbourne was organised. The children performed musical plays and other dramas writen by Akkayya and 
Annayya, whilst the elders recalled their association with them and Balananda Sangham. 

THE CONCLUDING EVENT 

The concluding event was held at Ravindra Bharathi on 24th December 2008. Many ex chikd members 
not only from twin cities, districts, and other states but also from USA and Australia made efforts to atend 
and participate in the function. 

1. 

2 

3. 

4 

On this occasion Balanandam Sangham released the following: 

Silver coin commemorating the occasion 

Release of the book "Bala Katha Mala" stories written and illustrated by children. 

Release of "Balanandam volume - 2 Akkayya Kathalu" stories written by Akkayya for chikdren and 
illustrated by children. 

Release of special centenary issue (souvenir) 

Release of CD "Bala Geyalu" a musical album of children's songs written by Annayya and sung b 
children,. 

A Photo Exhibition showing Akkayya's life history was organised by Sri. N.V. Ashok. 

BALANANDAM - PRESENT DAY 
Balanandam continues to be active and provide children with required facilities to improve their cultural 

talent. We have constituted a trust called Balanandam Trust under which all our assets and activities exist. 
The board of trustees are mostly the ex child members of Balanandam who remain dedicated to this cause. 

The building at Narayanaguda is fully renovated with the assistance of kind hearted donors. We are 
especially grateful to Smt. Y, Lalitha Murthy garu, Sri. Paruchuri Hanumantha Rao garu, Sri. Atmaram garu, 
Sri. Varaprasada Reddy garu and Sri. Sidharth Jandhyala garu for their financial support to complete the 
building successfully. 
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