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I feel so great and humble that I am able to 
go on record to express how much value and 
gratitude I have in my heart for Akkayya. 

Akkayya and Annayya never expected any kind of expression of appreciation from anyone for whatever they have done. That is because they 
did everything for everyone for their own 
satisfaction The only thing they expected from 
others, perhaps was the selfless service voluntarily for the cause of children. That is why they have gone unnoticed by any government for giving any rewards or awards. Akkayya and Annayya never bothered about t. 

My feelings about Akkayya are preserved in my heart only as precious memories and needed no mention in any record. But, anyway, when Balanandam is celebrating her centenary celebrations, I thought it is the correct forum to 
write about her So that whoever reads this article can understand how great and kind hearted she was with high moral values. 

Our father ( a doctor) died in 1946 leaving our mother to the mercy of God to take care of all her 7 children. The eldest amongst us was 16 and the youngest was 2 years 9 months. All those who used to flock around our father to take his help when he was alive, distanced themselves with us after his death. Our mother with all of us shifted to Vizianagaram for survival hoping for at least some little help from our relatives there. However, even there she started struggling very hard to bring us all up as she did not get any kind of help worth mentioning. Our poverty at that time was such that she could not even pay for proper medical treatment to one of ailing sisters who died in the process. God only knows how many days our mother had starved by distributing all available food for the remaining children (all of us). 
It was at that stage my maternal uncle and aunt (Annayya & Akkayya) noticed our pitiable 
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G Balakrishna Rao (Master Kundu) 
condition and made us to shit to Chennai (then 
Madras) to take us under their umbreila. They 
themselves were just struggling financialBy then. Initially they have asked our eldest brother to shift to Chennai, gave him an opportunity to learn and work in their Bala Magazine. A litte later, in 1948 they made our mother also to shit with rest of us. Was there any need for them to do so as they were having a quiet and normal life with what ever 
litle they were earning and with lot of activities around them to keep them busy? But for Akkayya and Annayya, we would have been on the streets of Vizianagaram. 

There is some justification for Annayya to have a soft corner for his youngest sister (our mother) and to extend his helping hand. But where was the need for Akkayya to have such soft comer for her Adapaduch°? On the other hand she could have picked up an argument with Annayya and insisted not to call us and leave Us to ouT OWn fate or at the most send a little money as financial help. But, this is where Akkayya's nature and kind heart could be judged. In these days can we find any lady with such a humane attitude? 
She has not only welcomed all of us into her family, but also continued to show her love and affection to all of us till the end of her life. Some time during 1949 our mother became sick due to T.B. (considered as dreaded disease during those days) due to her stress and strain to bring us up earlier and also due to lack of proper tood before we shifted to Chennai. Akkayya and Annayya admitted our mother in the T.B. Sanatorium at Thambaram, Chennai. She could not be saved. Our mother died in March 1951 in the Hospital. Technically all of us have become orphans with no parents to take care of us. But Akkayya took up so much responsibility on her shoulders to take care of all of us and to make us not feel the absence of our mother at any point of time. 



Our mother became so emotional for the 
help of Akkayya and wanted that our bondage 
should be more fim and secure. Therefore, before 
her death she expressed her last wish to Akkayya 
that Sri Suribabu (Akkayya's youngest brother) to 
be married to our eldest sister Kamala. Akkayya 
immediately agreed to this proposal and arranged 
for their marriage in 1950. As our mother was in 
the Hospital she could not attend the marriage. 
But. Akkayya took the married couple in their 

wedding clothes minutes after the wedding to the 
hosprtal where our mother was sinking and made 
her to bless them to her full satisfaction. Thereafter 
our mother breathed her last in March 1951. 

Akkayya's kind hearted nature did not end 
onty just by taking care of us. She also found that 
her own sister's children (Savitri & Lakshmana) 
were not having proper life and education in their 
village in Vizag district, and made them also to 

shift to Chennai. Later in 1954 she also got my 
eldest brother (Mr. Narasimham) married to Savitri. 

She got all of us admitted in schools in 
different classes, paid our fees, gave us clothing 
and what not. still remember Akkayya taking all 
of us to Luz corner to select and purchase proper 
clothing and footwear periodically. Whenever she 
found any of us struggling in any particular subject, 
she used to sit by our side and give proper tuition. 

She developed a lot of attachment towards 
our youngest sister (Lalitha) who was only 5 years 
when we shifted to Chennai. One day when Lalitha 
was playing in Akkayya's room around her, by 
accident the rod from the mosquito net fell down 

and its sharp edged nail pierced her head. 

Akkayya became panicky on seeing the blood 
O0Zing and she herself started weeping aloud and 
started cursing herself as if she was responsible 

for the accident. I am sure no mother would have 

felt so touchy and panicky as Akkayya did. 
When my brother Ramakrishna (mammulu) 

was leaving to Germany in 1963 on a scholarship 
to specialize in printing technology for 3 years, 
Akkayya was in tears and'uncontrollable. She went 
on asking him you are going away to a far off 
place. VWill l see you again my dear? Will I be still 
alive by the time you return?" It became really 
difficult for every one to console her. Even my 
mother would not have cried so much!!!!!!! 

Whenever any of us had any problem to be 
solved, it was Akkayya whom we approached. The 
simple reason was that we feit that she was our 
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real mother and were very free with her. 

All our marriages were performed by 
Akkayya and Annayya only. Our family grew quite 
big and they became a banyan tree for all of us. 
Akkayya was not only close to us but also to all 

our spouses. None of us had any secrets with 
Akkayya. She was involved very closely in all 
matters and did her best to solve our problems. 
She was truly our real mother. My wife Mrs. Gowri 
always tells everyone how her hidden talents were 
discovered by Akkayya and how she was 
encouraged by her by taking her to All India Radio 
and made her tO participate in programmes etc. 
and taught her how to develop social contacts. In 

my house we both always discuss and recapitulate 
our experiences with Akkayya and Annayya. While 
I was in service and working at various places all 

over India, Akkayya was regularly in touch with us 

through several letters and always enquired about 
our welfare with lots of concern like any mother. 

There was alwaysa competition amongst all 
of us to get her attention. She always made us 
feel very special by giving equal attention. 

Yet another incident that brings out the 
greatness of Akkayya was the day rny brother 
Ramakrishna got married. At the time of 
"Appagintalu" after the wedding, the whole bride's 
family were crying and became very emotional. 
The soft nature of Akkayya couldn't bear to see 
any one crying. So she herself was in tears. She 
could understand their worry and also could sense 
the sorrow of parting with their daughter. She 
started shouting at my brother who was just 
watching the whole thing normally telling him" don't 
stand there watching the sScene! Go and assure 
them that you will keep her happy through out her 
life. Tell them that she is in safe hands and they 
have nothing to worry". Saying this she started 
crying uncontrollably. The bride's family was really 
stunned. They stopped crying and came upto 
Akkayya to console her. Later they told every one 
that they haven't seen such a GODLY WOMAN 
before and their daughter is lucky to be a part of 
akkayya's family. True to her words she always 
treated our wives like her own children. And they 
were all very close and comfortable with her 

Just 2 months before her death in 1980, my second son had some health problem and we had 
to admit him in Fever Hospital for 
treatment. My wife and I became so panicky about 
his health that we could not control our emotions 
and started sobbing everyday. Akkayya wae 
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already ailing at that time and was not able to 
move from her bed as she was sinking. At that 
particular point of time when she was informed 
about our nervOusness, she wrote a letter from 

her bed to us consoling and giving encouraging 
words of advice not to lose courage and that our 

son would be perfectly normal s0on. She also 

spoke to a Doctor known to her and asked him to 

visit the Hospital to assure us that nothing was 
wrong with our son. Only a mother would be 
concerned about her children this way. Certainly 
Akkayya was our mother. We are all a fortunate 
lot Her death followed by Annayya's death made 
us real orphans. Annayya also could not bear her 

loss and he lost interest in life, but still continued 

to keep himself busy with children around him, with 
Balanandam activities and somehow survived 
another 3 years. Annayya was actually half dead 
when Akkayya died. 

28 years have passed, but still our 
experiences with our mother (Akkayya) and, of 
Course, with Annayya are still fresh in our minds. 

. Sabe 
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AKKAYYA - HER LIFE IS AN INSPIRATION 
By GL.Narasimham 

(Known as Buchibabu in Chennai Balanandam Cirekes) 

My contact with Radio Akkayya Garu 
I am the nephew of Rudio Annayya Garu 

(sister s son born in 1930) and my wife Savitri is 
the niece of Akkayya Garu (sister s daughter). We 
were very closely associated with them for several 

decades. Further all our family stayed with them 
only and were brought up by them as parents from 
1946 due to premature death of my father at 
Berhampur (the birthplace of Radio Annayya 
Garu). Up to 1939 only vague remembrances, 

narratives by my mother and grand mother and 
some by Annayva Garu and Akkavya Garu 
themselves during our interuction with them on 
fumily matters and some us hearsay from other 
relatives. From 1940 to 1946 there was more 
interaction with them due to frequent mutucal visits. 
From 1947 till the fornation of A. P. in 1956, I lived 
as a permanent family member with them ut 

Chennai. Afier 1956 till the death of Akkayya Garu 
and later Annayya Garu 0ur association with them 

at Hyderabad was more fumily based rather than 
Balanandam due to my different vocation. Small 
errors may be there in the exuct years und dates 

which may be ignored. The purpose of this 
contribution is to bring to the forefront how kind, 

humane, disciplined Akkuyya Guru was and how 
she practiced the human values. Whalever Akkavya 
Garu did Annayya Garu was also a participant 
and hence it would be a repetition of Annayya 

Garu s story except their childhood. Hence readers 
who knew and read about Annayva Garu should 
hear wilh repetition of sonme incidents. 

Akkayya Garu's childhood, education and 

marriage 
Akkayya Garu was born at the fag end of 1908 

at Vizianagaram in A.P. Her tather Peri Ramamurthy 
Sastry Garu was a traditional vedic scholar and was 
being consulted for various vedic events. Her mother 
Peri Ramalakshmi was a traditional housewife and 
had no formal educalion cxcept for a few Telugu 
alphabets and numerals. 

Akkayya Garu was the eldest in her family. 
Being a girl chiid and as per normai practice those 
days they were ail of the view that education for giris 
was a taboo beyond learning Telugu aiphabet and a 
few numerals. They performed ber alphabet initiation 
in the 5th year and she was sent to a road side school 
and was taught a few Telugu aiphabets. She was a 
left hander from the beginning and had very legible 
and neat hand writing. She was keen to study further 
and so went to a gird's school for her 4th cass and 
then her etders have almost decided to stop her 
cducation further. Her mother one day for some 
festival prepared all the foxd stufts and the material 
needed for puja and was waiting for her father to come 
home and tell her the time when sâe should start the 
puja.. Then Akkayya Garu brought the "parchangam 
and asked her nother to see berseifand start the pua 
Her mother said she is not literate enough o see such 
books and fix and so she has to wait #he questioned 
she said that girls do not get edusated and their job is 
basically to look after the househod duties. Latet in 
that summer her matemaB aunt (mher's etder sister) 
who was working as an clementary scheol teacher 
near Visakhapatnam visited them and Akkayya Garu 
found her reading some books and she was abBe to 
even read the panchangam She then asked her aunt 
how she is able to do that while her mother says that 
girls are not allowed to get further ctucation Her Aunt 
said every one if given an opportunity coukd study 
further without gender consideratins. She said she 
wants to study further and her auat asked her mother 
to send Akkayya Garu with ber so that she couki study 
further. Her mother coud at say "ho^ but at the sane 
time the thought of separatioa haunied her. AAkayya 
Garu insisted on going and went with her to Vizag 
where she was put in a tkseB and dmitted in a sehool 
despite a strong protest tin her grand father. Thus 
she proved that geader diserimination in 
education is not needed aud was of the opinion 
that all should study and she pursued this till the 
end of her ife. 

2. Whiie in schot onse ckay her teacher placeda placard 
at the back of a student whe was her hstel mate 



reading as ASS and that student was very upset and 
in tears. Akkayva Garu felt bad and asked the teacher 
to remove it from her back and instead put it on her 
own back. Then all other students also made a similar 
demand. The teacher then said ifall ofthem were so 
upset they should see that the girl studies well and 
also gets good marks. They all agreed and from then 
all ofthem used to study together clearing doubts from 
cach other. They continued this practice till all ofthem 
passed their SSLC. She was thus convinced that 
all should act together and help each other and 
not be selfish. 

despite any opposition. 

4. While she was in Nuzvid she got maried to Annayya 
Garu at the fag end of1934 who incidentally was her 
class mate from Intermediate in Vizianagaram. She 
used to admire Annayya Garu for his intelligence and 
skills including music, dramatics, oratory and his 
badminton and carroms and at the same time very 
disciplined and hard working. She once commented 
that it is neither a love marriage nor an arranged one, 
but more of understanding the other person and the 
compatibility. This marriage met with stiffopposition 
from both families due to different sub sects. They 
just ignored all of then and got married and lived a 
happy life till death. Every relative admired them later 
and started visiting them and even sought their advice. 
Here again she proved by example that it is 
compatibility between two people which is important 
rather than all other considerations. There was thus 
no question of any dowry or even a big marriage 
festival lasting five days which was the practice those 
days. So she showed by example that 
understanding and compatibility are more 
important than any other factors in marriages. 
Move to Madras in 1935 and life there till 1956 

5.While they were in Nuzvid in 1935, her mother fell 
sick and died. From then Akkayya Garu took upon 
herselfthe responsibility ofbringing up Suribabu (her 
youngest brother). They then moved over to Chennai 
in 1936 in search of a job for Annayya Garu and 
Akkayya Garu to pursue her goal of becoming a 
trained teacher. A fter a search for a month Annayya 
Garu could get a job in the daily newspaperHindu" 

in their editoria! department which gave them a foot 
hold. Then they heard that Annayya Garu's youngest 
brother is sick in Berhampur and he should be shifted 
to Chennai for further treatment. They immediately 
took upon that responsibility and went to Berhampur 
and brought the patient brother ofAnnayya Garu to 
Chennai. It is then Imet Akkayya Garu at Berhampur 
for the first time and I vaguely remember that I was 
very fascinated with her eloquence in speaking and 
story telling skills both in English and Telugu and also 
her personality and liked her company. Hence I also 
went with Akkayya Garu to Madras for a few months 
stay. Due to the sick patient who was in the Hospital 
needing attention. Akkayya Garu gave up joining the 

3. Afer the secondary education she along with her 
two other room mates were discussing what they intend 
to do further as they were not admitting girl students 
in their College at Vizianagram and there were no 
separate colleges for girls. One of them left for 
Kakinada where there was co-education. The other 
one was saying that she would go to Madras (now 

Chennai ) and study medicine there while Akkayya 
Garu wanted to become only a teacher and she had 
no finances to go elsewhere and study. Then her 
mother asked her either to stop further study or join a 
training institute to become a primary grade teacher. 
Then to their great reliefthey read an announcement 
in the newspapers that their College in Vizianagaram 
would admit girl students also from that year. Then 
those two and another one fromn Berhampur joined 
the College. There they completed their Intermediate. 
The other two left for their further studies in different 
fields while Akkayya Garu continued her graduation 
from that college only as a solitary girl student. Thus 
she became the first ever lady graduate from that 
College in Vizianagram. For her finances she used to 
teach a few other students in the secondary levels 
including some in the palace and thus financed her 
education. A fter the graduation she wanted to go for 
her B.Ed in Rajahmundry and so on the 
recommendation ofher friend at Kakinada she went 

to Nuzvid together with her mother to teach English 
to the Zamindariní ofKapileswaram and save money 
to finance her B Ed, and later even called her younger 
brother Suribabu (Balanandam members knevw him) 
and admitted him in school there. This shows how 
determined she was to achieve her goal despite stiff 
opposition from family to discontinue studies and get 
married. She used to say to us that firm 

determination is necessary to reach any goal 
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Teachers training course that year and Annayya 

Garu's brother died at the very beginning of 1937. it is 

only thereafter she joined the teacher's training and 

became a qualified teacher in 1938. Here again she 

showed by example that looking after a sick 

person in need is more essential rather than own 

personal pursuits. 

6. She joined the National Girls High School in 

Mylapore (which Iunderstand is now known as Lady 

Sivaswami lyer College) as a teacher in English. She 
was a very popular teacher. The medium ofinstruction 

was in English with Tamil or Telugu as the second 

language subjects. In 1939 All India Radio invited her 

to conduct children's programs in Telugu. Very soon 
even Annayya Garu was also asked to conduct the 

programs and they both used to run them together 
since then very successfully. It was then they were 
known as Radio Annayya and Radio Akkayya by 

which they were very popularly known till their death. 
All India Radio used to pay them a remuneration of" 

Rs. 25 per programme and they used to spend all that 
money in entertaining the children after the programme 
in the Radio canteen there itself. Though they did not 
have their own children, they were more than pleased 
with so many children around them all the time. They 
also used to invite all children to their home for festivals 

and thus it was the beginning of Balananda Sangham 
in 1940 (originally known as Radio Club). For them 
children (even if not their own) and their welfare 
were more important than their own personal 
welfare which they maintained till their death. 

7. In 1945 summer her school managing committee 
decided to introduce Tamil also as a medium of 
instruction from that academic year and stop Telugu 
totally. They even served notices on Telugu students 
to leave. Akkayya Garu even though she was an 
English teacher vehemently opposed this proposal and 
wanted them to introduce even Telugu as a medium 
of instruction. When they did not agree. she resigned 
her job in protest. Then both Akkayya Garu and 
Annayya Garu decided that they should do something 
to ensure that Telugu language should also be 
protected and they decided to start a children's 
magazine in Telugu and Akkayya Garu devoted full 
time and thus the first exclusive children's monthly 
magazine in Telugu BALA" came into being. They 
Invested all their savings into this venture. It was a 

great success. rom then they were known as Bala 
Annayya and Bala Akkuyya. Annayya Garu also 
resigned his job in Hindu in |946 and both devoted 
their full time to the avazine besides their weekly 
Radio programs and Balanandam. Here again she 
together with Annayya Garu proved that children 
should not be allow ed to forget their mother 
tongue and all should co-operate to promote this 
cause. 

8. On the home front in |946, my father died all ofa 
sudden and there were seven children with the eldest 

being myselfonly l6 besides my mother. Despite their 
own monetary problems. they decided to ive full 

support to the family and moved every one to 
Vizianagram and get them educated. As Annayya 
Garu's eldest sister was there with her family they 
thought she would be of some moral suppot. Since { 
was still in the College I continued in Berhampur. in 
1947, I moved over to Madras and joined their 
magazine as an emnployee to lend financial support to 
the rest of the family in Vizianagram. Annayya Garu 
was keen that I should not join their establishment but 
instead find some other employment elsewhere as it 
would augment our family resources. Akkav va Garu 
did not agree and said that | should ioin their 
establishment BALA and not work elsewhere ai such 
a young age. They soon found that the education ot 

children at Vizianagaram is getting disturbed w ith no 
proper guidance and they were also in dire need of 

funds. My mother also was not keeping good health 
due to starvation and was staving in a shackle without 
even proper ventilation and a ieaky roof. A sister of 
mine died in Vizianagram due to lack of proper medical 
assistance for tinancial reasons. Then they immediately 
decided to shift all the family to Madras and stay with 
them as joint family and they would take care oftheir 
needs in full and also get them propery educated 
despite any financial probBens. With that move in 
1948 they really became our parents. I continued 
to work in BALA. Here it was Akkay va Garu's 
initiative which heiped us. In the same year in 948, 
Akkayya Garu sister's son also moved over to Madras 
to continuc his education tiom his viage in Nakkapalli. 
Thus the family swelled to l0 persons as against just 
two. This is one more example of how she gave 
utmost importance to children's education even 
if they are not her own children and tried to make 
them good citizens of the country. 
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9. In 1947. Balanandam was fomallv launched as an 
Assciation and becane Andhra Balananda Sangham. 
A dolls exhibition (bommala koBuvu)was aranged in 
1947 ith the initiative of Akkavva Guru Children 
and parents brought their dolls and thus it was a 
community event. From then all the Balanandam 

activities were in full sw ing on a daily basis. All the 
film producers were picking up children from 
Balanandam only fortheir movies. 

10. In 1950. Annavva Garu's sister (my mother) fell 
seriously sick due to the earlier starvation at 
Vizianagram and was admitted into a Hospital and 
her end was nearing Then Akkayva Garu felt that 
my sister Kamala should get married as my mother 
would he hanp that at least one of her children got 
married during her life time. So she performed the 
marriage of m sister Kamala and the groom was 
Akkav1a (Garu's own hbrother Suribabu. We took the 

couple from the venue direct to the Hospital in the 
traditional chothes to seek the blessings of my mother 
and thus satistied a sickly patient on the death bed. 
Once again she considered bringing a smile on 
the face of the sinking patient is more important 
than rituals and festivities. 
I1. In 195i. ber younger sister fell sick and Akkayya 
Garu rushed there and she was admitted in a Vizag 

Hospital but her sister died there afier a month or so. 
In 1952 her sister's husband wrote to her saying that 
he is finding it difficult to get his children educated 
due to lack of tinances and also proper female guidance 
and asked if he could send his second daughter (Savitri 
whom I laler married) for further education. Akkayya 
Garu immediately agreed as it was a matter of 

providing cducation to a girl child. Thus there was 
another addition to the large family. In the same year 
in 1952. my sister Kamala gave birth to a daughter 
who is J.VKameswari (present Secretary of 

Ba.anandam). This child was lett behind with Akkayya 
Garu by her parents Kamala and Suribabu due to their 
own frequent transfers. Akkayya Garu as usual was 
ready to take up the additional responsibility ofbringing 
up an infant child Savitri and my sccond sister 
Shyamala lent a helping hand in bringing up the infant 
child. Despite the enlarged fanily and the financial 

problems. both ofthem never ailowed Balanandam to 
suffer and it was in full swing. In 1952 the association 
was fonally reistered under the Socicties Registration 
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Act. Our house was thus buzzing with children all the 
time and the kitchen was working on 24 hour basis 
All articles, stories ofAkkayya Garu would reveal that 
she was always trying to propagate human values. 
culture. and discipline and also develop their latent 
talents together with the language skills. Annayya Garu 
of course was also there. Thus it was a unigue 

combination. In household and financial matters 
Akkayya Garu was in the forefront. Hence we were 
always looking to Akkayya Garu as our sole guardian 
and mother in all matters. I do not remembereven a 
single instance when she lost her temper with all of 
us. I was her personal assistant in all household. 
magazine and financial matters. When it comes to 

taking a collective decision in any matter, my vote was 
always with Akkayya Garu. In the Radio programs 
the children were always seated in Akkayya Garu's 
lap before the microphone as they found motherly love 
there and were then ready to speak. We also were 
joking that all would love to sit in Akkayya Garu's lap 
as it was very smooth and was like a human cushion. 
Thus they were mending the children with love 
and not allow them to go haywire. 

12. In 1953/54 when Smt. Durgabai Desh1mukh was 
the Chairperson of Central Social Welfare Board at 
Delhi, she requested Akkayya Garu to be the convener 
for a Child and Women's welfare project under the 
auspices ofAndhra Manila Sabha to be underta ken in 
Sullurpet Taluk in Nellore District. The purpose is to 
start women and child welfare activities in remote 

places and establish Primary Health care centers and 
also some Balwadis. Akkayya Garu chose the villages 
ofIrakam, Venadu. Vatambedu and Sriharikota most 
ofwhich then were accessible only by local boats. To 
reach those places it is risky and unsafe for health. It 
was also not that safe for women to go there. Yet she 
used to go there undergoing all difficulties and set up 
those centres and also ran them successfully. Smt. 

Sugunamani garu, Smt.Gajjela Leela Garu and Smt. 
Hymavathy Garu were the members of the Committee 

and all of them took active part in that. Sometimes 
they were stuck in those places for want of transport 
back to Tada and stayed there in most unhygienic 
conditions. They encountered lot of problems from all 
including even the beneticiaries. Yet they successfully 
established six centers comprising of matemity centres 
and Balwadis. I was the clerk ofthat project based in 
Chennai. This is an example on Akkayya Garu's 



concentration on women swelfare together with that 

of child welfare. Here again these ladies proved 
that with firm determination and boldness, they 
could also accomplish tasks which were difficult 
even for men. Akkayya was the motivating factor 
and inspired all of them. 

13. In 1956. Sri Burgula Ramakrishna Rao Garu who 
was the Chief Minister then visited Chennai. He visited 
Andhra Balananda Sangham and invited Annayya Garu 
and Akkayya Garu to move over to Hyderabad to start 
children's activities there. In a matter of few minutes 
they decided to move over to Hyderabad leaving 
Madras Balanandam in safe hands of Sri D.G Sarma 
Garu and Smt Jogulamba Garu with a few more 
committed members. But on the personal side they 
had to wind up their own venture Bala and Bala Press 
and also start Balanandam from a scratch at 

Hyderabad but they never hesitated for a moment to 
accept the request of Sri Burgula Ramakrishna Rao 
Garu. That involved lot of sacrifice. For me it meant 
losing my employment. So l asked them to reconsider 
the matter. Annayya Garu said that for him the welfare 
ofchildren and an enlarged state with Telugu speaking 
people was more important than the family and the 
finances. But what moved me was a sentence of 

Akkayya Garu. She said to me ifwe say No, it would 
be selfish on our part. Had we saidN0* when you 
wanted to move over to Chennai, how you all would 
have felt and how different it would have been. She 

very carefully avoided the word "worse" but instead 
usedditferent". Immediately I consented. For them 
giving consideration to the welfare of the society 
was more important than personal benefits. 
Shift to Hyderabad at the end of 1956. 

14. In September 1956 all of them moved over to 
Hyderabad. I also moved over to Hyderabad in 
January l957 after winding up our establishment at 
Chennai and joined another vocation. When they came 
to Hyderabad they were allocated a house in 10,. 
C.I.B. Special Quarters on hire purchase basis. Both 
ofthem told Sri Burgula Ramakrishna Rao Garu that 
they wanted the house to be allocated to Balananda 
Sangham and not to them personally. It seems they 
told him that for them children's cause is more 
important than their own personal matters. Since it 
was not possible to change allocations as they desired. 
she insisted that they could add President ofBalananda 
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Sangham so that they could tater transfcr to 
Balanandam after the hire purchase instalments are 
paid. They would in the meanwhile stay there in a 
portion as tenants and pay the hire purchase 
instalments by way of rent to Balananda Sangham. 
That premises is where Balanandam is presently 
located. So here is a couple who denied a house 
when offered but paid rent to it and made the 
institution the owner. In short it was a supreme 
sacrifice. Later when Sri Sanjeeva Reddy Garu 
became the CM. they were again offered a house in 
Sanjeeva Reddy Nagar which they again refused as it 
is far off from Balanandam. it is a known fact that 
when they died they did not even have a house of 
their own. 

15. After they movedover to Hyderabad. my contact 
with them has been only family wise as I was invoived 
in a different vocation. However my wife acted as 
Secretary of Balanandam for two years. Akkayya 
Garu was frequently visiting our house and spending 
with us two or three days. We also used to visit her at 
least four or five times a week. When she fell sick 

and needed a surgery, she chose to spend about tvo 
months in our house as a post surgical recovery pericd. 
She used to spend a lot of time with my two children 
especially with my daughter. During this period when 
they were becomingold. both ofthem expressed to us 
their desire to visit Bhadrachalam, Tirupati and Vizag. 
Annayya Garu having been bom on Sri Ramanavami 
Day had a long cherished desire of visiting 
Bhadrachalam where he had never been before in his 

life time. Akkayya Garu had a desire to visit Vizag as 
it was there she was educated in her childhood. 

Tirupati was for pilgrimage like every one clse. Hence 
I volunteered to take them in our car to these places. 

We accomplished this plcasant task and both of them 
were very happy. Both ofthem were later recollecting 
these memories whenever we met. As far as I could 

recollect. these trips were only the ones which they 
undertook for their owa personal reasons. On one of 
the birthdays of my daughter, she sent a greeting cum 
blessing letter to my daughter retering to human values. 
ethics and morals and how she was particular about 
our language, our state and also our country and 
culture. My daughter preserves this as a treasure even 
today. This letter is reproduced elsewhere in this 
souvenir. She pertomcd the marriages of my brothers 
and sisters. Ever since we moved over to stay with 



them she was our mother in all matters. Due to my 
assciation w ith AkkavaGaru since 1936 till her death 
in 980,l was ven close to both ofthem. There w as 
no matter which ldecided w ithout consulting her and 
seeking her advice At all our family functions from a 
small birthday to a wedding she was at the helm of 
afiairs and was in the foretront. Her death was a 

serious blow to m own family members as well as to 
my sisters and brothers and their families. Whenever 
werecall our past memories during family meets. we 
invariably tinink ofher. I cannot imagine what would 
have heen our fate ifshe has not volunteered to bring 
all of us to her fold and bring us up as her own children. 
Those feelings cannot be expressed in words. All of 
us owe our existence to that great couple. Both of 
them w ere our parents. 

In conclusion all that I can express is the 

importance she has given to human values. ethics. morals and discipline and which she followed them implicitly before asking others to practice. .A great lady indeed! When she died in |980 and which was followed by Annayya Garu in 1984 all they left behind were only a few clothes and a small supply of: stationery. They never aspired for any awards or recognitions. 

22- 12. 1977 

They never had a car during heir entire life time and 
were commuting in cycle rickshaws till the end nor 
did they possess any other assets. They never stayed 
in any house which was their own. But they had lef 
behind several thousands of children and their sweet 
memories. To sum up all that 1 can say is that 
Akkayya Garu has bestowed on all of us including 
several other children motherly love, cared for 
all of us and shared with all ofus whatever little 

she had. May her tribe increase. 

RADIO AKKAYYA'S LETTER TO HER GRAND NIECE LAKSHMI FOR HER BIRTHDAY. 
ITCONVEYS A PROFOUND MESSAGE. 
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8otwjoa 9KoKo. 

ANDHRA BALANANDA SANGHAM (Regd.) 

FIRST ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS SriD. Narasaraju, Advocate General Sri Khasa Subbarao, Editor, "Swatantra" Sri B. N. Reddy, Film Producer 
Sri D. V. Krishna Sastri, Poet 

Sri Narla Venkateswararao, Editor, Andhra Prabha 
Sri Chittor V. Nagaiah, Film Actor 

REGISTERED AT MADRAS IN 1947 
AT HYDERABAD IN 1956 

Sri Kakumanu Nageswara Rao, Artist Smt. C. Ammanna Raja, M.L.A. Dr. Giri, Giri's Museum. 

FOUNDED IN 1940 

FIRST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
AT MADRAS (1947) 

Sri V. E.S. Gupta. Bharat Scouts & Guides 

Smt. Nyayapathi Kameswari, President Srik. S.Prakasa Rao, Film Producer, Vice-President SriK. Hanumantha Rao, 
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(esoss RaKos 27-10-80) 

Sri N. Raghava Rao, General Secretary 
Sri M. Ravindranath Tagore, Joint Secretary 
Smt. D. Jogulamba, Joint Secretary 

SriG, L Narasimham, Treasurer 

Members 

Smt. T. Ahalya Devi 
Sri C. N. Prasad 

Sri M. Umamaheswara Rao 

Sri K. Krishnamacharya 
Kumari V. Lakshmi 
Kumari \Valluri Savitri 

Master T. Mohan 

Chi. D. Kalpakam. 

,Head Master, Vioe-President 
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