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| feel so great and humble that | am able to
go on record to express how much value and
gratitude | have in my heart for Akkayya.

Akkayya and Annayya never expected any
kind of expression of appreciation from anyone
for whatever they have done. That is because they
did everything for everyone for their own
satisfaction The only thing they expected from
others, perhaps was the selfless service voluntarily
for the cause of children. That is why they have
gone unnoticed by any government for giving any
rewards or awards. Akkayya and Annayya never
bothered about it.

My feelings about Akkayya are preserved
in my heart only as precious memories and needed
no mention in any record. But, anyway, when
Balanandam is celebrating her centenary
celebrations, | thought it is the correct forum to
write about her so that whoever reads this article

can understand how great and kind hearted she
was with high moral values,

Our father ( a doctor) died in 1946 leaving
our mother to the mercy of God to take care of all
her 7 children. The eldest amongst us was 16 and
the youngest was 2 years 9 months. All those
who used to flock around our father to take his
help when he was alive, distanced themselves with
us after his death. Our mother with all of us shifted
to Vizianagaram for survival hoping for at least
some little help from our relatives there. However,
even there she started struggling very hard to bring
us all up as she did not get any kind of help worth
mentioning. Our poverty at that time was such
that she could not even pay for proper medical
treatment to one of ailing sisters who died in the
process. God only knows how many days our
mother had starved by distributing all available
food for the remaining children (all of us).

It was at that stage my maternal uncle and
aunt (Annayya & Akkayya) noticed our pitiable

m@%“m%m@s
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condition and made us to shift to Chennai (then
Madras) to take us under their umbreita. They
themselves were just struggling financially then,
Initially they have asked our eldest brother to shift
to Chennai, gave him an opportunity to learn and
work in their Bala Magazine. A little later, in 1948
they made our mother also to shift with rest of us.
Was there any need for them to do so as they
were having a quiet and normal life with what ever
little they were earning and with lot of activities
around them to keep them busy? But for Akkayya

and Annayya, we would have been on the streets
of Vizianagaram.

There is some justification for Annayya to
have a soft corner for his youngest sister (our
mother) and to extend his helping hand. But where
was the need for Akkayya to have such soft comer
for her Adapaduchu? On the other hand she could
have picked up an argument with Annayya and
insisted not to call us and leave us to our own fate
or at the most send a little money as financial help.
But, this is where Akkayya’s nature and kind heart
could be judged. In these days can we find any
lady with such a humane attitude?

She has not only welcomed all of us into her
family, but also continued to show her love and
affection to all of us till the end of her iife. Some
time during 1949 our mother became sick due to
T.B. (considered as dreaded disease during those
days) due to her stress and strain to bring us up
earlier and also due to lack of proper food before

Our mother died in March 1851 in the Hospital.
Technically all of us have become orphans with
no parents to take care of us. But Akkayya took
up S0 much responsibility on her shoulders to take
care of all of us and to make us not feel the
absence of our mather at any point ot time.
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Our mother became so emotional for the
help of Akkayya and wanted that our bondage
should be more firm and secure. Therefore, before
her death she expressed her last wish to Akkayya
that Sri Suribabu (Akkayya's youngest brother) to
be married to our eldest sister Kamala. Akkayya
immediately agreed to this proposal and arranged
for their marniage in 1950. As our mother was in
the Hospital she could not attend the marriage.
But Akkayya took the married couple in their
wedding clothes minutes after the wedding to the
hospital where our mother was sinking and made
her to bless them to her full satisfaction. Thereafter
our mother breathed her last in March 1951.

Akkayya's kind hearted nature did not end
only just by taking care of us. She also found that
her own sister’'s children (Savitri & Lakshmana)
were not having proper life and education in their
village in Vizag district, and made them also to
shift to Chennai. Later in 1954 she also got my
eldest brother (Mr. Narasimham) married to Sauvitri.

She got all of us admitted in schools in
different classes, paid our fees, gave us clothing
and what not. | still remember Akkayya taking all
of us to Luz corner to select and purchase proper
clothing and footwear periodically. Whenever she
found any of us struggling in any particular subject,
she used to sit by our side and give proper tuition.

She developed a lot of attachment towards
our youngest sister (Lalitha) who was only 5 years
when we shifted to Chennai. One day when Lalitha
was playing in Akkayya's room around her, by
accident the rod from the mosquito net fell down
and its sharp edged nail pierced her head.
Akkayya became panicky on seeing the blood
oozing and she herself started weeping aloud and
started cursing herself as if she was responsible
for the accident. | am sure no mother would have
felt so touchy and panicky as Akkayya did.

When my brother Ramakrishna ( mammuiu)
was leaving to Germany in 1963 on a scholarship
to specialize in printing technology for 3 years,
Akkayya was in tears and uncontrollable. She went
on asking him * you are going away to a far off
place. Will | see you again my dear? Will | be still
alive by the time you return?” It became really
difficult for every one to console her. Even my

Whenever any of us had any problem to be
solved, it was Akkayya whom we approached. The
simple reason was that we felt that she was our

real mother and were very free with her.

All our marriages were performed by
Akkayya and Annayya only. Our family grew quite
big and they became a banyan tree for all of us.
Akkayya was not only close to us but also to all
our spouses. None of us had any secrets with
Akkayya. She was involved very closely in all
matters and did her best to solve our problems.
She was truly our real mother. My wife Mrs. Gowri
always tells everyone how her hidden talents were
discovered by Akkayya and how she was
encouraged by her by taking her to All India Radio
and made her to participate in programmes etc.
and taught her how to develop social contacts. In
my house we both always discuss and recapitulate
our experiences with Akkayya and Annayya. While
| was in service and working at various places all
over India, Akkayya was regularly in touch with us
through several letters and always enquired about
our welfare with lots of concern like any mother.

There was always a competition amongst all
of us to get her attention. She always made us
feel very special by giving equal attention.

Yet another incident that brings out the
greatness of Akkayya was the day rny brother
Ramakrishna got married. At the time of
“Appagintalu” after the wedding, the whole bride’s
family were crying and became very emotional.
The soft nature of Akkayya couldn't bear to see
any one crying. So she herself was in tears. She
could understand their worry and also could sense
the sorrow of parting with their daughter. She
started shouting at my brother who was just
watching the whole thing normally telling him “ don't
stand there watching the scene! Go and assure
them that you will keep her happy through out her
life. Tell them that she is in safe hands and they
have nothing to worry”. Saying this she started
crying uncontrollably. The bride’s family was really
stunned. They stopped crying and came upto
Akkayya to console her. Later they told every one
that they haven't seen such a GODLY WOMAN
before and their daughter is lucky to be a part of
akkayya's family. True to her words she always
treated our wives like her own children. Ang they
were all very close and comfortable with her.

Just 2 months before her death in 1980 m
second son had some health problem and we haq
to admit him in Fever Hospital for megijcq)
treatment. My wife and | became so panicky apg ¢
his health that we could not control our emgg; 6ns
and started sobbing everyday. Akkayya was
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already ailing at that time and was not able to
move from her bed as she was sinking. At that
particular point of time when she was informed
about our nervousness, she wrote a letter from
her bed to us consoling and giving encouraging
words of advice not to lose courage and that our
son would be perfectly normal soon. She also
spoke to a Doctor known to her and asked him to
visit the Hospital to assure us that nothing was
wrong with our son. Only a mother would be
concermned about her children this way. Certainly
Akkayya was our mother. We are all a fortunate
lot. Her death followed by Annayya’s death made
us real orphans. Annayya also could not bear her
loss and he lost interest in life, but still continued
to keep himself busy with children around him, with
Balanandam activities and somehow survived
another 3 years. Annayya was actually half dead
when Akkayya died.

28 years have passed, but still our
experiences with our mother (Akkayya) and, of
course, with Annayya are still fresh in our minds.

2. 5ave

0t eaFgehorT BeoHHS e¥ohyrest
T IS vowogren &TmER. J T 128 DI
S S0|Arrod 5% asrin. w8 hiw TrHK o5y
3gth), oEsyeo. w8 BodH S @y YD)
PRSI Tresger HEob. & Boigs® Srd’
8% DI wondPdird. otndod 6&‘-‘,33755::5&')
$6Res® ) Sxiyh) S HXERD, O 8B
SHETYD. © DI SHIRTE ©F T0 HHHS
of)dyrd. © time & o Erre orer DG BSErS
Senod S8, @Hptd t ISW0DS Hey 2.8 VKB,
SoB8en, Dsdots .8 DYHO. (& $oDES" & 308
photo &5)8) &8 TPBLHE Qéegoéﬁ S iy,
6198 DpB) HER8 808EE® wo s Jkabo.
ob o THENE 2.8 AGIo. DHIKrre oo
S008I wE)dgetd wohEbouto el D)
DHA00. BEE WwEHEDEHORE JhaHo Do
©HAHTO Swoth TES BH efARTER E
QABAErE edoito. v 2D LIS wossTy
Elagrels @é&tﬁé(ﬁ:. SDB ) DY), =8 éaénéuoﬁé&
S 36100, S sodI O drb, $0D wathen,
womrty 30)00 S5 Fod dyeurr IrHHING.

£#q: /
—;‘Maéméém%mﬁﬂi

S 0o SORS & wliph) sdhgdodeo
Inder DS S Bk Sr wipiee aaps’ ol

$606. HB8 T BB 16 M &> ol s08

DEEED BOGHLOE', ui wdISEIS’ oS Fogr
&R0 aairged) 45508, sEuyrh 83 89 was
20D LIS 85 S5A8 (§ TeSormrele) S
Darro 2bRoTE. $d) Dod, Sy Sryrdo 3
T BY edrt. T 855 & “orberarrdd oD
39 S0l TH vHTL drgd. DS P
‘of”, T 35S Smigir ‘elahS” el

wodt H:F5588° T a Soacrra B
oo ©d BYLrdS HogRTLD.

8 eB)chyrros sEdeeol Tree 350 ©
BoTel e I DS BinHams. = DR, boso
od) e grandm T3, TK S D (7D%e)
DESHSE T HAHKy) 18 ) Sosdymren. 1D Heps
aBdBORS 8l Hsoger dos® @Ere Ins. =
fihodo, D HES SHB6 2OAD o LrsTes
§08 Koo FJahiyrd ©HcyTes Jo8°
JEFTB0 BOBOT. & Hosgos” BIL Ses S0
T 0B, w¥)AT0 BodEs® H eipEl S
s oSS, TH Hfar, edrie 280
©5t08° DK)ES0 ebotsore KED0D. a8 Fo HEd
H0)% T8S° worsbe R BAGP bee Bros &%,
rerSolo SEEEres’ir FPETD. sHY &
batch friends eoddre aa’:oge.’)é. Beodird dotrd.
Sopd P, FHode, ADH B, SIchNY,
o3g0 oo, SenBo, Soor Suy¥o, IOT 0N §H3
$HEr0, Doadord ©fy ser ool Ter H08.
D P Benoae e PSS wren Senbhotr
08° sSotorr KhHYersn. & dee, H3de 1Y
Eroe oo TeSe0 Fr808° edolo ¥R, Bod
00 €080 (HF0oDY eHuiy™es IIGpLr
awndd dotrd. § SrBuzeewredy Air Force &°
s&%Kbary Jwdo India HORK%. 08° e I,
S S Jeoe dym SHTpE B France
SoDomrdh. ePi I S FHH BB S
©EARITE SES HTND. 6 HOA TIPS ot
9 Joen HPoB. b HYS Tobs Fd FEH SHHD
NFHer0B VISR, 9 Iver FHE oD




e 8o B 0By 46 0B HBGE ,/Jo-cxéF

©5008° soddr, JwygorT e8)dyTd T
P, @GPt TS & WrbaraT ©6 D0DHHI
S clald 550508550 ©0i8) SH1EHLo aHoTs
FOH O S 360D sowrer (Dozren) FH
3PFar. Inae: FIY S60DY Godo
55036, o3 (HEIee 3 6aren Bev (AP0
38 22606 10.15 el 86ASEEA.
sodsSH0ore @GADTTE retire edby HHATIE I
- JoFBc wind up 35 0 [afaleita)) 68
SFabded. oD)Edol wrerdolo sPEyEIren
Srdotr T 805 [P T8 ©oBoTD.
0 e90 e’ T 0 I &TpD. FEHPaS
S>3 rerdotio 83 S0pHe® AR, TH
FDoD Do DE 2B “wrerdolio 2ol Dires
g %o eigm 3%, § rdwraord, §o8
DHBHETD, §58 SoSard, § Wi.0.085
508 B JISrseBost erdre S620D), @é&%én"&

518 88yt FoBS BHEHHTTS e FDEr,

. 2
T 8RS S HeE FrESoldordes oD Ao
Br Spodod @rerdosod Jos&t

rerSolos® Xg,é.,: 20A, e)dhy, ef)dbxe §5Hand

adpds TEE
e)HBE*E 8T, TG SPTY SO ST S
BEDGTNG. & TerSolio ePHBE® T rriRyyo
GOtb0 08" MO Goenod. ey, eaixes
508 & rerdotod IV TB8 508

EDRordiddB08. & SMd dyer Erce

og)dyms S8t oA, Hod davy wed®
Jira06® HodHE B Deprded® armr
5BEE ST, ebodr ef)dsmd Jod e
Aodror Bhyledr. s A e&To 58
R0 Hod 3H £DE0E® EaZroSER o) 18D
odgrde 0oy, v wEE & DExDH D
TR S, iy 885600 e Botd J08
e vEbodh. ol adtl o 38 edom.
a8 @ KS. Prakash Rao o @5 ook,
odies® 500 w¥ beo O@o I, b o8
T ererdonrdd Vice President e soGarts. &
time 6*3 & 28, &» ey SPBO0 BOMAD. P9
EBrE SH008 (Delhi) SPLp> T T steel
plates (@XpC & stainless steel HO0B) side

plates 305> AT Hyshen & QagDE, Fgy
gLpeso station 8 I $:50) 888D TS0,
aa’aﬁ)eﬁé FPOIND Somrestl 3% odo ot
a¥ & &6 19746° x0AS All India Childreng
Conference @ome3 H00@5ten & 080 Sose,
EEFTHTo KOS 2BrPaD. & JeHos pss
02 393% oRo L $OA0B. Indo cash o=
I D88 3Ly e, e SrEHTND. Do
TBE oS SHH™ DORTBo. @b T2ost Py
92030 ooy DPaIHPD @0t6Bo Sno
0 B9y $%0) LTTND. T8 DR, SHo@35tgen
& DEEPETS 5988 & edworr) FSFART.
ISP (& SrBaranrh) PSS BOAHTR S
208850) $%y) Sestod IFW. er (Fdireod
AT Y Sopeden. 559 DB’ @atros
Soperden. IHE oo ey oD BB,
$552208° D08° Fod K00 SorEh, oSS IS
208 BP0 T0HHBS, dngrore eabyTes
SIDPEr aweds Goerd.

. 0D

Dot ed)abs @00y e et A0S
SR HB, TRSTHTE T SrEo o), T
&N BMD. B 3 ) tosdre St Sndod
SAWS5E0E BaH Jor Gotrst BOWDE. T &
T aiScigtored o Sanostosed, 855 a7
8 5758 DoDEosR HiKhod Sabrn ToELNed,
S TS Pawd EHhard wod, % 6 Jou
SAHS'I oy SOWBavod. Fir Hw e¥)adgen,
eR)dDger g0 6 o8 Hr B WSS eads
oo 08 JbHTie. Do 56 Kxes 53
RBaieR8 S @by @288 s, e az)&® hospital
&° sot0BOR ey (D HWEF BOc5HES BD.
5D & (D0, @gTrHe Fid K &8 oS %0
orgoe PomPdR Kdson SHo. Tost &)
95020080 BT DY) T%006° Traireod 55655 evomare
BotH Horetd BHT SoguerSen @u@;_

3o HPEr OHOHITE ILEI5E BkorHse
6ol orQ), a88° OBOIMS Boad050 E5)E3

et S A

B R B b O N T e e




—te ﬁfme&;ﬁ%—ssm% :muéf

Brenddr dodl, DS HB8 SRD, T8 &y oY
S5 BSBAD) v $06® HHAanod. were B8O
S6508® $5y) hospital 8 & 5% SHIHEo,
gop 580D mo38 B0 P TEe 198y % hospital
oD $THEER, DHE® Keplos LrEnd eHogTD
859 $5 DoBoHotr DHKNT L. ©H)B8
P850 BT S ©dy ©FADFTOD Lot erds
3850 Bay dos® ggdbose. oo DS S
5156 Brodyspies oy > 386° SPFTD08”
o erEHETD.

w%agmos @ HJ Trer S8 Do
o, oo 308 Pde, TPad (@ddio, balance
RBrp o @ D&Parsetter account Jakgo O™
Ihato. 2530 4,5 Saren SEI o8 =B (o
Gl soioen oG, @H)W 2 plded JHrdo
K)Sre) SEpS S Godh. =g ©080)
5680095 e I3 0b oHotoTHIIr o)
oHdrso SDod. W olA @ DD
S8Reo @8 ako B, ©omE BOIre 288"
Faholo 55y BHS ErEHVEPHI “edse! TH
Trer o850 3Fod. zotf dWBH. o Boiegs®
FS5Bone ¢ob” ©d 65D SBorkh. odryl wdsd
@50 308 o) B538° “soth war! aHpa Bien
BT, ToOR eRIHoLrAY” ot e@)oisred table
& (DS $00 ‘T SDHI adheH SERG
Ber b BN e BIS Botd Blen FOyoD
8) AT, oI adE B I8S° JepHR orer
©IrcEs0 IBIm "HIPWPET BITe?” @
o&md. “4 v BotrHrr” @ T HSrorSo.
“500 % LaBHED” © eHSabore el O
EraHE sotrovm” @l esrassos® Fhom
By, @HPED eHaiged Sy 51568 EHHI &6

LN ‘oo ThHome BaSTY? wovme

Bots iy 8ol o B8R wryen, (ErSe,
o e ooy BoS® Selen ©f) 8 HE Heoer
SOLPONT WHPLH K50 BINHHEY etose KIS
SoH6°8 3Y) aey) Trod. = Botr 813 386
SRy NP srarwod 3°8° 32) Sagen BHHD

00 SX0speo Hod shop &° B8 el © Doth
Bren 7 38 38E° SCavoTrt.

Bdyore o B8 5o BEBD I BOADI
S’ &%) T o8 Bged, BEed Sdbowr
Jo&® roodBo Jooyh. GOk 554356 open I¥
eody Sen ool eayTo Sl gdko
S%m sotrop. 8 F DHHDS" Wod noorr FHDH
baSom.

55 2.5 office & 823, 3B 528 Iy
J56° 2.5 Sob aomrdod. KPP S ob
505 3)ard. vor e 3ot BEIHEr w0
Soggoghen § oo 088, § T @HSots,
& arde oHHPoD, § womaks, HAHTS &
50050 §IPTeDH, § C.D. BSEndrE 30 Den
& 338 D&go, Dr. dxpgron Sdind, 08
Somr Fdahdy, 58 8. S0l S8 FIS.
58 “rgerodo, 08 3. § KV. B,
SEDB, 358 TG, K S (S STrHrg So8T00
3 %09 edsedo oodeo, TrerSodo DSME,
o¥)aigTd DS HBoJTSES, BEE> D
208D SHHS 08 =oborOHTES Frodod
Jadhito 5D Sotbordogieden.

ererSodo oooe SIS Hénoare
BOFPTED, Bomeardd, AIHTE, SmIDE$HTE.
Serbaros”® I88 YFernogo FIIOET aocd.
oHagTes° BHIHHS) Taos §58 hrrrra™d
35y S8 Do TS XK, B Sc., results 550
MSHESETSD DI, 8368 20t JotHH, SO
HArEe IFHT* @) o, el 80P e
$256°36, efaty 30,008 (H3, EHBLHS® $IWW,
&8 AMS Arts & Science SP8a6° 30 SoSEoren
a&%o T retire scirgh. ADS0e® Hod Db

By

> SEJ0 oD BB eHaixs® edoogo
6D BBBOTSEE AT @gprhes’ KE008. &
g, SSTRGR SR, Srotin 1.8 itko

DHOD, Howos® a8 Hod SgHeorr SHOSS Jr
oirden el elaige avso 86)E°Eda.

== — e




s =) Tt oo

L 1946 Doddoe
T - T 5N ES
a8 Sr Htwopo. SHESOET S50 ol ot
S0abHOT NEDOL. I DONIES 16 S0l oren.
epd 308 3 Jodeorer DAeE o D
¢ -5,
P 7 SodSEHhTn. SoRSoet I PHTH D
. Rt "!‘_J -
IhS o8 Cop. ool S %

LEE @08 EIImO0w08. dr TN
Soram Sddomd ©8 DHBSAINE® FE
DFROT. DB, Sap 20HPeD NIHODHI
croothe: SEER, SodICE gE ovew S5,
Sario BT S eIy BEEESE w88cHHahom

Decbinbe poPe Jod 008, wHB0D e

O

¢ - T R T Chans &~ .
Bod 3 ¢ ELLI0OX wrder, vldSrToen

rSoBlE BOCD 308¢* 3¢ HoraHo Senk

SoBE S 3pex Bem Z8BC00B. &5 eody8aben
3cHond sy L% Jord Dy HRob.

o iochos® SR8 edyaiy
SEANER S TIErD - 68 Srdost FrSos
TS O5) OO, & Llochot 0 6 080
88 885 doredt M E0tnTs. S°0) S 2008

G08 OGO GOl Lo w5 vl)dy

X
Ul
£L
b
(o]
13
o
=)
O
o
[

'

SOL0C 5% Borre B Ll DEE) Lipes 3
IMEL" 6 eEdly (L wd) Ir HES ADoveh
LEFE Seoth Dobok. L BL Sod
B0 908 erre B EEIr. T DodyD) ©
S, ab abhi £ sed 38 Son
Saioe'S dor ety tdoticl. wb Hibotso
OO ey bowo sandFdre,

TOGGr o» worsed e el s2ois BHooe,
0T, bt g o) T wiSstrdoes,
odsrares L, SO, “dr ey >, 6ol
0% 86" 55 & B8 w8 e tror SenrBiol:
DIYY) dod SET > Booeet 80 eEok,

eH! mbcga IS B%5 @) ) |

—— = =

18 e ——

Baals @4l $& wcvos Hidg ,_,oms}\

dos® G @B8PU e HBoTrY, T Qew
28 30 oH0 08 IODILY 2IVE Jgpd
a:ocmaa:». S&® @ SLTE8, Freren FF D8z
©0588 BODLEY M) wITTE® Lo, 5y
&% 288 ®¥)A%TE 20%08° Dsvosse ek Hoy
38070 wOSEDLHT0. & FaS Ho 6 Hop
308 6HIHIS® whoBore BTNHE 8l K ©d
36y$ Foren, DODD B>, S SS6 Iagio, w8
0D B JoHerdd IwsEENESEo. T 137
PADDEE Fegore IEIG)Eo. wlthbeney 3439
ED806° &8 grrorr ©ofsBod RaRge BBaBo
S8%Sko, 6F) o8 e S8o wSoBom
HESE0 3R & 0 30)% EDSJrtoen. WIS Hd
S, DPerd0B0E® erKRS (98 e..égpg &8 sio.

Eﬁ:@‘) Do &b onis erex0 B8 edoBone
©gdoTro. ©¥)Ay @050 DT ererS oot
2 BB, Jo&tHos ﬁ“éﬁ)&ﬁ@b@ éw(ném“clo.
BYORTE mroD Sewioidy e & ok 0% were
8. TR Swtio IeEnBBI0r J8) [hoSodt
20850 @ddolsen BODBY, T eSS0 SrEerds
ord80, 8aHhd JEX Vead Do Photo 8:08%5¢%o0,
TOE° Srerieo e Bar Jos 8o ©2o008.
werT oK S, SoEIBE mBerodl D e,
K 'S [05°80), ardood YR erodd (Hwg
S5e8* Jo8 AYrSore DpOmo. 2T Freoseen,

CEEr sEsire, DT BOBmet Somro.
S8 o 3vd Jog 08 ererdolo
o & Berb Senbotume, Bons QP
BSPET Senld wemed redoso, ©H)usy o)ge
oo, 3K8) BOA Srd%ol o E2806° d w
(08 ©%ah) Berdo Jod aoth SZVAROSTAY @&)2
LoD Fores 6B EBE0. dr Sus aone Siyso
adieg) Bodyl) Hoots SA%oTvay, Sl egbos
{,% Béoe® wik O“@’od‘ NN, &g N

<
& e
P “ -
Toarbodlo, uué L e ué(‘,m adjust @(‘Dﬁs'{)&o’
WE LD oD, YTy, PR Bty e
o\t s WIEoEy
EULEUY Gulto Ul Bl BB $ox 50y
U




S i

A A S 1 . e e

Forrd Sl Air Force 6 6o o, associations

Sograre Hacow) O sy BSen 20DoTv.
(AN o ()

od (Hardo & 838 =8 > s )
o o8t aoh. eDosd’ &b sfde &ro
iy SR, J08° SEF SHHHI 208° $p6'8
ST, “etbye SorDeus® HEmo” ol SRS
8IS Z~08 @cﬁdgom QO

S 0D BOLITE T DOIADO S
Ande T T I6. T°0 e eFahy WO
Serdo K003, werowpls “TOEEr 20DI
oimond 30" oRE' TS srer Hior edRRed.

oT° EVLRNVISTY @é@(ﬁazg @?6&0‘&5 S8 o8 S

a5 208 HIOY
O5Rs

|

|

|

| $:008 BerBie

I soson St 5

} Stosp6® 650

| &0l 8O

| 59 33 &%

| LB KoPArd

| woty &L AJeo $&A

| aien 688 Khw &)

| T P08

| D88 wobyob

| Fron borEes

: ®88° Koow o

| o ! @ odmmond

| S 0y EoBob !

| g0 88

| onod & HADY !
I Do FHyargo

| FHo b HEde !

| go% arad

= o0 exéy

| SRS when

| Do8 ersiy D& HOBD
| o wimond Iy TH &0
l D% Hoil) B8 agw B0

;ogar 203 Sorw. Sy eddpw a8 850
“olf 208% Sootd Sdudlom BOSSIG L
abrbdosd o MNE Jdyse

wd 2ol 100 Scdd o F sl
S by I8 o e babosE
0D oy 3606° 208 53r, TeYLL ald L
wBATOY 2.8 &S LB R’;o:;c:’f‘ sl a0l

T Qo™ .‘-Scﬁ:sés;go 5o,
8dE &» ©osd EDEreS w¥ T
Seni.

*

JddreJozen
RGNl W
Htored SdTe

Menmd Sdaro

o
R

¢

SODSToaE - oINS
odady dedr - 503 e

EEEeR A - 0
o vodnd®s
38y S@svoPd b

! TON ecodod DotbSmR’ b |
______________ v i

| s
i |
I |
! |
i z
I I
| |
l 1
l I
l :
| H00%08 |
| |
' |
| |
' |
l i
l |
* |
i |
l |
1




AKKAYYA - HER LIFE IS AN INSPIRATION

By G L.Narasimham
(Known as Buchibabu in Chennai Balanandam Circles)

M)‘ contact with Radio Akkayya Garu

[ am the nephew of Radio Annayva Garu
(sister’s son born in 1930) and my wife Savitri 1s
the niece of Akkayva Garu (sister s daughter) We
were very closely associated with them for several
decades. Further all our family stayed with them
only and were brought up by them as parents from
1946 due to premature death of my father at
Berhampur (the birthplace of Radio Annayya
Garu). Up to 1939 only vague remembrances,
narratives by my mother and grand mother and
some by Annavva Garu and Akkayya Garu
themselves during our interaction with them on
family matters and some as hearsay from other
relatives. From 1940 to 1946 there was more
interaction with them due to frequent mutual visits.
From 1947 till the formationof A P in 1956.1 lived
as a permanent family member with them at
Chennai. After 1956 till the death of Akkayya Garu
and later Annayya Garu our association with them
at Hyderabad was more family based rather than
Balanandam due to my different vocation. Small
errors may be there in the exact years and dates
which may be ignored. The purpose of this
contribution is to bring to the forefront how kind,
humane, disciplined Akkayya Garu was and how
she practiced the human values. Whatever Akkayya
Garu did Annayyva Garu was also a participant
and hence it would be u repetition of Annayya

Garu s story excepl thewr childhood. Hence readers
who knew and read about Annayva Garu should
hear with repetition of some incidents.

Akkayya Garu’s childhood, education and
marriage

Akkayya Garu was born at the fag end ot 1908
at Vizianagaram in A.P. Her father Peri Ramamurthy
Sastry Garu was a traditional vedic scholar and was
being consulted for various vedic events. Her mother
Peri Ramalakshmi was a traditional housewife and
had no formal education except tor a tew Telugu
alphabets and numerals.

Akkayya Garu was the eldest in her famity.
Being a girl child and as per normal practice those
days they were all of the view that education for girls
was a taboo bevond leaming Felugu alphabet and a
few numerals. They performed her alphabet initiation
in the 5th year and she was sent to a road side school
and was taught a few Telugu alphabets. She was a
left hander from the begimnning and had very legible
and neat hand writing. She was keen 1o study further
and so went to a girl's school for her 4th class and
then her elders have almost decided o stop her
education further. Her mothers one day for some
festival prepared all the food stuffs and the material
needed for puja and was wasting for her father to come
home and tell her the time when she shoekd start the
puja.. Then Akkayya Garu brought the “panchangam”
and asked her mother to see herseifand start the puja.
Her mother said she is not lierate enough to see such
books and fix and so she has o wait. When questioned
she said that girls do not get educated and their job is
basically to look after the household duties. Later in
that summer her maternal aunt {mether s efder sister)
who was working as an clementary schoo! teacher
near Visakhapatnam visited them and Akkayya Garu
found her reading some books and she was able o
even read the panchangam She then asked her aunt
how she is able to do that while her mother says that
girls are not allowed to get further education. Her aunt
said every one if given an opportunity could study
further without gender considerations. She said she
wants to study further and ber aunt asked her mother
to send AkKayya Garu with her so that she could study
turther. Her mother couhd ot say “no™ but at the same
time the thought of separaton haunted her. Akkayvva
Garu insisted on going amd went with her to Vizay
where she was put in a Hostel and adminted 10 a school
despite a strong protest from her grand father. Thas
she proved that geader discrimination in
education is not aceded and was of the opinion
that all should study and she pursued this till the
end of her hife.

2. Whale i schoot one day her teacher placed a placard
at the back of a student who was her hostel mate




reading as ASS and that student was very upsetand
in tears. Akkavva Garu felt bad and asked the teacher
to remove it from her back and instead put it on her
own back. Then all other students also made a similar
demand. The teacher then said if all of them were so
upset they should see that the girl studies well and
also gets good marks. They all agreed and from then
all of them used 1o study together clearing doubts from
cach other. They continued this practice till all of them
passed their SSLC. She was thus convinced that

all should act together and help each other and
not be selfish.

3. Afier the secondary education she along with her
two other room mates were discussing what they intend
10 do further as they were not admitting girl students
in their College at Vizianagram and there were no
separate colleges for girls. One of them left for
K akinada where there was co-education. The other
ne was sayving that she would go to Madras (now
Chennai) and study medicine there while Akkayya
(Garu wanted 10 become only a teacher and she had
no finances to go elsewhere and study. Then her
mother asked her either to stop further study or join a
training institute to become a primary grade teacher.
Then to their great relief they read an announcement
in the newspapers that their College in Vizianagaram
would admit girl students also from that year. Then
hose two and another one from Berhampur joined

¥l

from that college only as a solitary girl student. Thus
Jhe became the first ever lady graduate from that
College in Vizianagram. For her finances she used to
teach z few other students in the secondary levels
including some in the palace and thus financed her

education. After the graduation she wanted to go for
her B.Id in Rajahmundry and so on the

recommendation of her friend at Kakinada she went
10 Nuzyid together with her mother to teach English
(o the Zamindarini of Kapileswaram and save money
10 finance her B3 1.4, and later even called her younger
hrother Suribabu (Balanandam members knew him)
and admitted him in school there. This shows how
determined she was to achieve her goal despite stiff
opposition from family to discontinue studies and get
married. She used to say to us that firm
determination is necessary to reach any goal
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despite any opposition.

4. While she was in Nuzvid she got married to Annayya
Garu at the fag end of 1934 who incidentally was her
class mate from Intermediate in Vizianagaram. She
used to admire Annayya Garu for his intelligence and
skills including music. dramatics. oratory and his
badminton and carroms and at the same time very
disciplined and hard working. She once commented
that it is neither a love marriage nor an arranged one,
but more of understanding the other person and the
compatibility. This marriage met with stiff opposition
from both families due to different sub sects. They
justignored all of them and got married and lived a
happy life till death. Every relative admired them later
and started visiting them and even sought their advice.
Here again she proved by example that it is
compatibility between two people which is important
rather than all other considerations. There was thus
no question of any dowry or even a big marriage
festival lasting five days which was the practice those
days. So she showed by example that
understanding and compatibility are more
important than any other factors in marriages.

Move to Madras in 1935 and life there till 1956

5. While they were in Nuzvid in 1935, her mother fell
sick and died. From then Akkayya Garu took upon
herselfthe responsibility of bringing up Suribabu (her
youngest brother). They then moved over to Chennai
in 1936 in search of a job for Annayya Garu and
Akkayya Garu to pursue her goal of becoming a
trained teacher. After a search for a month Annayya
Garu could get a job in the daily newspaper “Hindu™
in their editorial department which gave them a foot
hold. Then they heard that Annayya Garu’s youngest
brother is sick in Berhampur and he should be shifted
to Chennai for further treatment. They immediately
took upon that responsibility and went to Berhampur
and brought the patient brother of Annayya Garu o
Chennai. It is then I met Akkayya Garu at Berhampur
for the first time and | vaguely remember that [ was
very fascinated with her eloquence in speaking and
story telling skills both in English and Telugu and also
her personality and liked her company. Hence | also
went with Akkayya Garu to Madras for a few months
stay. Due to the sick patient who was in the Hospital
needing attention. Akkayya Garu gave up joining the

R




Teachers training course that year and Annayya
Garu’s brother died at .thc very bcgmnlr!g of _19'37_ Itis
only thercafter she joined the teacher s traming and
hcc—amc a qualified teacher in 1938. Here again she
showed by example that looking after a sick
person in need is more essential rather than own
personal pursuits.

6. She joined the National Girls High School in
Mylapore (which ] understand is now known as Lady
Sivaswami lyer College)asa teacher in English. She
was a very popular teacher. The medium of instruction
was in English with Tamil or Telugu as the second
language subjects. In 1939 All India Radio invited her
to conduct children’s programs in Telugu. Very soon
even Annayya Garu was also asked to conduct the
programs and they both used to run them together
since then very successfully. It was then they were
known as Radio Annayya and Radio Akkayya by
which they were very popularly known till their death.
All India Radio used to pay them a remuneration of
Rs. 25 per programme and they used to spend all that
money in entertaining the children after the programme
in the Radio canteen there itself. Though they did not
have their own children, they were more than pleased
with so many children around them all the time. They
also used to invite all children to their home for festivals
and thus it was the beginning of Balananda Sangham
in 1940 (originally known as Radio Club). For them
children (even if not their own) and their welfare
were more important than their own personal
welfare which they maintained till their death.

7.1n 1945 summer her school managing committee
decided to introduce Tamil also as a medium of
instruction from that academic year and stop Telugu
totally. They even served notices on Telugu students
to leave. Akkayya Garu even though she was an
English teacher vehemently opposed this proposal and
W'd-nled them to introduce even Telugu as a medium
of instruction. When they did not agree. she resigned
her job in protest. Then both Akkayya Garu and
Annayya Garu decided that they should do something
o ensure that Telugu language should also be
protected and they decided to start a children’s
magazine in Telugu and Akkayya Garu devoted full
time and thus the first exclusive children’s monthly
magazine in Telugu "BALA™ came into being. They
Invested all their savings into this venture. It was a
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great success. From then they were known as Bala
.hﬂ\nna))a and Bala Akkavya. Annayya Garu also
resigned his job in Hindu in 1946 and both devoted
their full time to the magazine besides their weekly
Radio programs and Balanandam. Here again she
together with Annayya Garu proved that children
should not be allowed to forget their mother
tongue and all should co-operate to promote this
cause.

8. On the home frontin 1946, my father died all ofa
sudden and there were seven children with the eldesi
being myselfonly 16 besides my mother. Despite their
own monetary problems. they decided to zive tull
support to the family and moved every one to
Vizianagram and get them educated. As Annayya
Garu'’s eldest sister was there with her family they
thought she would be ot some moral support. Since |
was still in the College | continued in Berhampur. In
1947, | moved over to Madras and joined their
magazine as an employee to lend financial support o
the rest of the family in Vizianagram Annayya Garu
was keen that | should not join their establishm
instead find some other employment elsewhere as it
would augment our family resources. Akkaxva Garu
did not agree and said that I should jomn thewr
establishment BALA and not work elsewhere at such
a young age. They soon found that the education of
children at Vizianagaram is getting disturbed with no
proper guidance and they were also m cire need ot
funds. My mother also was not keeping good health
due to starvation and was staving in a shackle without
even proper ventilation and a feaky roof A sister of
mine died in Vizianagram due to lack of proper medical
assistance for financial reasons. Then they immediateh
decided to shift all the family to Madras and stay with
them as joint family and they would take care of'their
needs in full and also get them properhy educated
despite any financial problems. With that move in
1948 they really became our parents. | continued
o work in BALA. Here 1t was AKRavya Garu's
initiative which helped us. In the same vear in 1948,
Akkavya Garu sister’s son also moved over 1o Madras
to continue his education from his village i Nakkapalli.
Thus the tamily swelled (o [0 persons as against just
two. This is one more example of how she gave
utmost importance to children’s education even
if they are not her own children and tried to make
them good citizens of the country.
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9. In 1947, Balanandam was formaliy launched asan
Association and became Andhra Balananda Sangham
A dolls exhibition (bommala koluvu) was arranged in
1947 with the inittative of Akkavyva Garu. Children
and parents brought thewr dolls and thus it was a
community event. From then ail the Balanandam
activities were in full swing on a daily basis. All the
film producers were picking up children from

Balanandam only for their movies,

10. In 1930 Annayya Garu's sister (my mother) fell
serioushy sick due to the earlier starvation at
Vizianagram and was admitted into a Hospital and
her end was nearing. Then Akkayva Garu felt that
my sister Namala should get married as my mother
would be happy that at least one of her children got
no her life time. So she performed the
v sister Kamala and the groom was
‘s own brother Suribabu. We took the

T arriend i
mamed du

marrnage ot m

Akkaviz Gan
couple 1 he venue direct to the Hospital in the
traditional Clothes to seek the blessings of my mother

and thus satisfied a sickly patient on the death bed.
Once again she considered bringing a smile on
the face of the sinking patient is more important
than rituals and festivities.,

11 In 1931 her vounger sister fell sick and Akkayya
Garu rushed there and she was admitted in a Vizag
Hospita! but her sister died there after a month or so.
In 1932 her sister’s husband wrote to her saying that

he 1s finding it difficult to get his children educated
{ tinances and also proper female guidance
il could send his second daughter (Savitri

armied) for further education. Akkayya

due to lack

and asked

whom | laters
Garu immediately agreed as it was a matter of
providing education to a girl child. Thus there was

another addition to the large family. In the same vear
in 1932, my sister Kamala gave birth to a daughter

who 15 J
Balanandam ) This child was left behind with Akkayya
Garu by her parents Kamala and Suribabu due to their
own frequent transiers. Akkayva Garu as usual was
ready 1o take up the additional responsibility of bringing
up an infant child. Savitri and my second sister
Shyamala lent a helping hand in bringing up the infant
child. Despite the enlarged family and the financial
problems. both af them never allowed Balanandam to
cuffer and it was in tull swing. In 1952 the association
was formally registered under the Societies Registration

V. Kameswari (present Secretary of

Act. Our house was thus buzzing with children al| the
time and the kitchen was working on 24 hour basis
All articles. stories of Akkayya Garu would reveal thay
she was always trying (o propagate human values,
culture. and discipline and also develop their latent
talents together with the language skills. Annayya Gary
of course was also there. Thus it was a unique
combination. In household and financial matters
Akkayya Garu was in the forefront. Hence we were
always looking to Akkayya Garu as our sole guardian
and mother in all matters. [ do not remembereven a
single instance when she lost her temper with all of
us. | was her personal assistant in all household,
magazine and financial matters. When it comes to
taking a collective decision in any matter, my vote was
always with Akkayya Garu. In the Radio programs
the children were always seated in Akkayya Garu’s
lap before the microphone as they found motherly love
there and were then ready to speak. We also were
joking that all would love to sitin Akkayya Garu’s lap
as it was very smooth and was like a human cushion.
Thus they were mending the children with love
and not allow them to go haywire.

12. In 1953/54 when Smt. Durgabai Deshmukh was
the Chairperson of Central Social Welfare Board at
Delhi, she requested Akkayya Garu to be the convener
fora Child and Women's welfare project under the
auspices of Andhra Manila Sabha to be undert: ken in
Sullurpet Taluk in Nellore District. The purpose is to
start women and child welfare activities in remote
places and establish Primary Health care centers and
also some Balwadis. Akkayya Garu chose the villages
of Irakam, Venadu, Vatambedu and Sriharikota most
of which then were accessible only by local boats. To
reach those places it is risky and unsafe for health. It
was also not that safe for women to go there. Yet she
used to go there undergoing all difficulties and set up
those centres and also ran them successfully. Smt.
Sugunamani garu, Smt.Gajjela Leela Garu and Smit.
Hymavathy Garu were the members of the Committee
and all of them took active part in that. Sometimes
they were stuck in those places for want of transport

back to Tada and stayed there in most unhygienic

conditions. They encountered lot of problems from all

including even the beneficiaries. Yet they successfully

established six centers comprising of matemity centres

and Balwadis. [ was the clerk of that project based in

Chennai. This is an example on Akkéyya Garu’s




concentration on women’s welfare together with that
of child welfare. Here again these ladies proved
that with firm determination and boldness, they
could also accomplish tasks which were difficult
even for men. Akkayya was the motivating factor
and inspired all of them.

13. In 1956. Sri Burgula Ramakrishna Rao Garu who
was the Chief Minister then visited Chennai. He visited
Andhra Balananda Sangham and invited Annayya Garu
and Akkayya Garu to move over to Hyderabad to start
children’s activities there. In a matter of few minutes
they decided to move over to Hyderabad leaving
Madras Balanandam in safe hands of Sri D.G. Sarma
Garu and Smt Jogulamba Garu with a few more
committed members. But on the personal side they
had to wind up their own venture Bala and Bala Press
and also start Balanandam from a scratch at
Hyderabad but they never hesitated foramoment to
accept the request of Sri Burgula Ramakrishna Rao
Garu. That involved lot of sacrifice. For me it meant
losing my employment. So l asked them to reconsider
the matter. Annayya Garu said that for him the welfare
ofchildren and an enlarged state with Telugu speaking
people was more important than the family and the
finances. But what moved me was a sentence of
Akkayya Garu. She said to me if we say No, it would
be selfish on our part. Had we said “NO™ when you
wanted to move over to Chennai. how you all would
have felt and how different it would have been. She
very carefully avoided the word “worse™ but instead
used “different”. Immediately | consented. For them
giving consideration to the welfare of the society
was more important than personal benefits.

Shift to Hyderabad at the end of 1956.

14. In September 1956 all of them moved over to
Hyderabad. [ also moved over to Hyderabad in
January 1957 after winding up our establishment at
Chennai and joined another vocation. When they came
to Hyderabad they were allocated a house in 10,
C.1.B. Special Quarters on hire purchase basis. Both
ofthem told Sri Burgula Ramakrishna Rao Garu that
they wanted the house to be allocated to Balananda
Sangham and not to them personally. It seems they
told him that for them children’s cause is more
important than their own personal matters. Since it
was not possible to change allocations as they desired.
she insisted that they could add President of Balananda
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Sangham so that they could fater transfer 1o
Balanandam after the hire purchase instalments are
paid. They waould in the meanwhile stay there in a
portion as tenants and pay the hire purchase
instalments by way of rent to Balananda Sangham.
That premises 1s where Balanandam is presently
located. So here is a couple who denied a house
when offered but paid rent to it and made the
institution the owner. In short it was a supreme
sacrifice. Later when Sri Sanjeeva Reddy Garu
became the CM. they were again offered a house in
Sanjeeva Reddy Nagar which they again refused as it
1s far off from Balanandam. It is a known tact that
when they died they did not even have a house of
their own.

15. After they moved over to Hyvderabad. my contact
with them has been only family wise as | was involved
in a different vocation. However my wife acted as
Secretary of Balanandam for two vears. Akkayyva
Garu was frequently visiting our house and spending
with us two or three days. We also used to visit her at
least four or five times a week. When she fell sick
and needed a surgery. she chose to spend about two
months in our house as a post surgical recovery period.
She used to spend a lot of time with my two children
especially with my daughter. During this penod when
they were becoming old. both of them expressed to us
their desire to visit Bhadrachalam. Tirupati and Vizag.
Annayya Garu having been born on Sri Ramanavami
Day had a long cherished desire of visiting
Bhadrachalam where he had never been before in his
life time. Akkayya Garu had a desire 1o visit Vizag as
it was there she was educated in her childhood.
Tirupati was for pilgrimage like even one else. Hence
I volunteered to take them in our car to these places.
We accomplished this pleasant task and both of them
were very happy. Both of them were later recollecting
these memories whenever we met. As faras | could
recollect. these trips were only the ones which they
undertook for their own personal reasons. On one of
the birthdays of'my daughter, she sent a greeting cum
blessing letter to my daughter refermng t human values,
ethics and morals and how she was particular about
our language, our state and also our country and
culture. My daughter preserves this as a treasure even
today. This letter is reproduced elsewhere in this
souvenir. She pertormed the marriages of my brothers
and sisters. Eyer since we moved over to stay with




yother in all matters. Due to m)

SIm She Was ol otherin a

ion with Akkayya Garu since 1936 tll her death
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in 19801 was ven close o both of them. There was
wter which | ;‘.;x ded without consulting her and

secking heradvice Atall our family functions froma

small hirthday to a wedding she was at the helm of
the forefront. Her death was a
m own family members as well asto
nd brothers and their families. Whenever
r past memories during family meets. we
hink of her. | cannot imagine what would
our tate 1f she has not volunteered to bring
alt otusto ber told and bring us up as her own children.
Ik elings cannot be expressed in words. All of
ur existence to that great couple. Both of
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irs and was in

1 conclusion all that | can express is the
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great lady

importance she has given to human valye
morals and discipline and which she foljoy
implicitly before asking others to practice. A
indeed! When she died in 1980 and which wag followeg
by Annayya Garu in 1984 all they lef behingd Were
only a few clothes and a small supply of station
They never aspired forany awards or recognitiong
They never had a car during their entire life time anci
were commuting in cycle rickshaws till the engd nor
did they possess any other assets. They never Stayed
inany house which was their own. But they had Jef
behind several thousands of children and their sweet
memories. To sum up all that I can say is that
Akkayya Garu has bestowed on all of us including
several other children motherly love, cared for
all of us and shared with all of us whatever little
she had. May her tribe increase.

ery,
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FOUNDED IN 1940
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FIRST ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
Sr! D. Narasaraju, Advocate General
SriKhasa Subbarao, Editor, “"Swatantra”

SriN. Raghava Rao, General Secretary
Sri M. Ravindranath Tagore, Joint Secretary

i

. Smt. D. Jogulamba, Joint Secretary |
Sri B. -

oty N. Reddy, Film Producer Sri G, L Narasimham, Treasurer :

! arla Venkateswararao, Editor, Andhra Prabha ;

2’{ D. V Krishna Sastri Poet Members i

Srl Chittor v. Nagaiah, Film Actor Smt. T. Ahalya Devi :

fiKakumany Nageswara Rao, Artist
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r. Giri, Girj's Museum,

ri
VEs Gupta, Bharat Scouts & Guides
Kumari Valluri Savitri

FIRS
TEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Master T. Mohan

AT Map
Smt. NRAS (1947) Chi. D. Kalpakam.

STk Yayapathi Kameswari, President

S rakasa Rao, Film Producer, Vice-President
MK Hany

w MaSter. bl i

SriC. N. Prasad

SriM. Umamaheswara Rao
Sri K. Krishnamacharya
Kumari V. Lakshmi
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My Life with Akkayya

B. V. Lakshmi Prasad - Sydney, Australia

When my sister Papakka (Kameswari)
asked me to write few lines about my experiences
with akkayya garu i had no clue of how to write
and what to write, My relationship with akkayya
garu goes beyond balanandam. Akkayya garu's
brother Suribabu and niece Kamala are my
parents. My mother along with her three brothers
and two sisters were taken into akkayya-annayyas
care In their childhood as they lost their parents.
Though my uncles and aunts lived in separate
homes after their marriages, akkayya was still the
head of the family and anchor of our family. | along
with my parents | sister papakka and my brother
Raghav rao (babi) were the fortunate few who lived
under the same roof with akkayya garu and
annayya garu. For us home and balanandam were
one and the same. So, it was like having
balanandam activities all the time. Akkayya garu
was the organiser both at home and balanandam
where as annayya garu was the creative person.
We used to have lot of fun with annayya garu
playing games. we used to go to akkayya for all
help with homework when we were young and later
with all our teenage problems .

At home front what comes to my mind is our
shopping episodes for clothes or jewellery with
akkayya. It was a big and long event in our place.
It used to be a full day activity. My uncle Buchibabu
used to send us the car, then we went to the shops
and akkayya being so meticulous about every thing
would examine each and every bit of fabric if it is
clothes we were buying and it used to take even
longer if it is jewellery..we used to come back home
usually by evening and then annayya garu being
typical male never showed much interest in our
shopping Akkayya used to really get upset with
him. VWWhen annayya realised his mistake he used
to start appreciating all the purchases with tongue
in cheek remarks which used to irritate akkayya.
Many times he used to make.more blunders by
saying the wrong things by making her more upset.
it used to be real fun watching both argue and
make up like any other normal couple would do.

Akkayya used to be very particular about
minute details even in balanandam. When | think
of akkayya and balanandam the first thing that
comes to my mind is Ananda bazaar. We used to
have this during ugadi. It was Fun fair. It had lot of

games etc and the most popular one was the |ucky
dip of eatables. Needless to say this was totally
organised by akkayya. It used to be really harg tg
resist all the mouth watering eatables which were
contributed by talented members. Akkayya wag
totally involved right from planning, organising,
fixing up the prices and collecting all the eatables
This was the best stall of anandabazar while
annayya was busy organising games like “adding
a tail to the monkey kind of games!!!!i

She was very close to my husband
Seshaprasad. My husband comes from Karnataka
and speaks Kannada. This did not create any
problem in the family. Both akkayya and annayya
welcomed him whole heartedly into our family and
treated him with love.

There are so many memories and events
both at home and balanandam which | cannot list
here. We were very fortunate few who had close
contact with both akkayya and annaya both at
home and balanandam..we learnt a lot because
of our association with them. We could mix with
people and had no problem adjusting in any
environment. We developed social skills. This
particularly came very handy for me personally
as | moved to Australia with my husband and
children in 1981 and adjusted very well in our
adopted country. This could not have been
possible without the lessons that were taught by
my aunt and uncle Many times when | sit alone
and think about the past | always wonder how our
lives would have turned out if akkayya-annayya
had not taken care of my mother and her brothers/
sisters during their childhood. We may not have
had all the opportunities we have had and
exposure to the world which was made possible
by our upbringing by akkayya - annayya. My only
regret was that akkayya garu died just before !
came toAustralia. In my family | was the first person
to leave india to go abroad to live. | always fe?'
she would have really enjoyed knowing about thiS
far away land and all my experiences here but the"
again | am sure she is still guiding us in spirit:

| thank balanandam for giving me this
Opportunity to put my thoughts on paper and | ole
with my husband Seshaprasad wish the centena’y
Celebrations a grand success. *
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THE TREND SETTERS

By Varun Peri, (13 Years) Melbourne, Australia

(Read by him during Centenary Celebrations in Melbourne)

[t all began in 1939. It was a time when children
were not considered as a special entity or had an
identity of their own. There was th_ls couple
Nyayapathi Raghava Rao and Kameswari who later
were popular as Radio Annayya and Akkayya felt that
it was not fair. They made the elders aware that
children are very special. They made all the grown
ups realize for the first time that children need their
own age appropriate literature to read and need a
platform to exhibit their talent. The elders were also
told that children need to be encouraged to read.
perform and acquire skills in fine arts to develop
themselves as good human beings and good citizens.
They said the children are important members of
family. So they should be allowed to express their
opinions freely. Their opinions and interests should be
given importance. Children should have a stress free
and a happy childhood. They repeatedly said that this
is very important in developing their over all
personality.

They did not stop by just giving speeches. They
started children’s programs in All India Radio. They
have started a magazine called “Bala™. It was the
firstever children’s magazine. They started a children’s
organization called “Andhra Balananda Sangham™. It
was the first ever exclusive children’s organization.

The whole generation of elders suddenly started
to think. The children of those days were very excited.
The parents encouraged them. It was a big children’s
movement which is still very active in our state.

Many stalwarts of today like Bapu, Ramana,
l’.S_useeIa. Shavukaru Janaki, Krishna kumari, Veena
Chittibabu to name a few were products of Bala and
Balanandam. Akkayya and Annayya were the ones
_w_‘hu ¢ncouraged them and Introduced them around.
I'hey owe their very beginnings to them.

Thousands of others benefited by following
'dk_kay_\'a and annayya's ideals and had a wonderful
t':hlldhood. [t helped them to become very successful
In their lives as akkayya and annayya gave equal
'mportance to education. Akkayya was the FIRST
WOMAN GRADUATE in those days.

~ They had vision and were much ahead of their
times. Their ideals are never outdated as even today

our children in Andhra Pradesh are still following their
footsteps.

I gathered all this information from my
parents and from the articles written about
Akkavya and Annayya.

Unfortunately. my generation of children have not
seen them. But our parents aimost all of them have
directly or indirectly were influenced by them. Even
today. when ever | overhear two peopic of my parents
generation talk. invariably the topic ofannavya and
akkayya comes up especially when it is about their
childhood. They were a part of many of our parent's
childhood.

On a personal note, | AM A VERY PROUD
BOY TODAY. You all must be woadering why! |
AM THE GREAT GRAND SON OF AKKAYYA
ANDANNAYYA.They were not alive when [ was
born. But | called them "photo ammama and
photo tata'" when I was voung.

But | lived in Hyderabad for a couple of vears
some time ago. Then | panticipated in atl balanandam
activities. Then [ started to know about them both |
realized how great they were through the conversations
I heard between my elders and other ex child members
ofbalanandam. Some times | envied them o for their
lovely. stress free and enjoyable childhood. Then again
I'was proud that | belong to akkayya and annayya’s
family.

Three vears back Balanandam celebrated 100
birth centenary celebrations of Annayvya in Ravindra
Bharathi, the biggest auditonum in Hyderabad. | believe
they had a record attendance i that decade for a non
filmy function!! That should teli vou about their
popularity even today !

This year itis Akkayva's birth centenan. What |
hear from Hyderabad is that it is going to be cvena
bigger celebration.

I'am reatly happy 1o be a part of centenany
celebrations happening in this far away land.
Melboume. '

Fam sure AkKayya and Annayya will continue to
bless notonly vur generation but the future generations
o,
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on the occasion of the
Birth Centenary Celebrations
of “RADIO AKKAYYA” i
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Shri Vidya Shri Vivah ShriPlus

Chiig Protection Plan

A wide range of Life Insurance Products
for a better today and a worry free tomorrow

PLANS TO SUIT
EVERY NEED

Shri Life Shri Nidhi Shri Raksha

Endowment Plan with Profits Money Back Plan

Special Endowment Plan

Shri Vishram

Unit Linked Plan
Shri Plus(SP) Shri Labbh Shri Vikash
Singie Premium Unit Linked Insurance Plan

Single Premium Plan Double Bonanza Plan

Marriage Endowment Plan Unit Linked Insurance Plan

&

' NS URA N CE

Your partner for Prosperity

:HPEP-AM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

( VOAMY ventur ]

- P rqu,,_,:u ;::;8'5::!::;;& Insurance Ltd., South Africa)
e States, L|berty Road, Himayath Nagar,
%0 029 PH 2343446677 Fay . 23434444

Shriram Life
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Wishing the Centenary Celebrations
A Grand Success

Kabalavani Jewellers Private Limited
Estd. 1964
1-1-244, Chikkadapally, Hyderabad - 500 020 (A.P.)
Phone : 91-40-27645674/66562633
E-mail : kabalavai@yahoo.com
Manufactures : Exporters, Designers, Wholesale & Retail Dealers
Visit for all Your Jewellery Needs

Purchase : Silver Articles & Gold Jewellery, Pearls & Gems by Joining 91.6 KDM
"SAVE & PURCHASE" MONTHLY SCHEME __—
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Baru Babu Rao

| first heard the voice of Radio Akkayya fifty
three years ago on All India Radio. Madras as was
known in those days In Balananadam program
Her sweet and what | cail divine voice mspired
thousands of telugu chiidren towards greater
heights in life through her children's dramas.
songs, skits authored by her Her voice was
enthralling and soothing Modern parents and
even pediatric psychologists have iessons t© iearn
as to how to deal with tender hearts and direct
them to achieving their dreams n life | was
fortunate to meet her on November |, 1358 Andhra
Pradesh Formation Day at Baiavinodam program
of Hyderabad station of Ail india Radio.
Consequently | joined Andhra Baiananda
Sangham the same day

The part of life | spent in Anghra Balananda
Sangham was detrimentat in driving me to
establish several student and youth activities ater
and to what | am today as Honorary Secretary and
Director of AWARE. an intemational and biggest
Non Government Organization in Asia.

Other organizations | started thanks to the
inspiration provided by Radic Aki_:ayya, are Telugu
Bhasha Sangham, an organization to train yo_uth
in social service, YMCA Vaktrutwa Kala S.amr‘!m,
an organization to train youth in communication
skills in tetugu., In addition , | was al_so convener
of Hyderabad Gandhi Peace ffoundatnop. apd was
actively involved in other social organisations.

| can proudly say that Akkayya and Annayya
played a major role in my life inspired me through
our my life.
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